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Cease-fire deal 
signed in Minsk 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—The lead- 
ers of Ukraine, Russia, Germany, 
and France have signed off on a 
road map for a Ukrainian peace 
deal after 16 hours of talks in the 
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Belarusian capital, Minsk. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said the agreement 
called for a cease-fire to begin on 
February 15 at midnight, for heavy 
weapons to be withdrawn, and a se- 
curity zone to be established. 

Poroshenko, Putin, French 
President Francois Hollande, and 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
stayed up all night negotiating to 
make the deal. 

The agreement was reportedly 
also signed by the self-proclaimed 
leaders of the pro-Russian sep- 
aratists in Ukraine’s Luhansk and 
Donetsk regions. 

Merkel and Hollande said Pu- 
tin had pressured the rebel lead- 
ers, Igor Plotnitsky and Aleksandr 
Zakharchenko, to sign the deal. 

Poroshenko said the document 
did not grant autonomy to the re- 
gions held by separatists and also 
envisages Ukraine to re-establish 
full control over its border with 
Russia by the end of 2015. 

He added that Kyiv did not agree 
to Russian demands for the federal- 
ization of Ukraine. 

The agreement also calls for the 
withdrawal of all foreign forces, 
equipment, and mercenaries from 
Ukrainian territory. 

Poroshenko said the deal called 
for the release of all people held 
captive by both sides within three 
weeks on an “all-for-all” basis and 
that it should be completed no later 
than five days after the withdrawal 
of heavy weapons from the line of 
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Edmonton protestors rally on the steps of the Alberta Legislature 


Edmonton rallies for Savchenko 


Pilot’s life “hangs 
in the balance” 


By Marco Levytsky 
With files from RFE/RL 

Close to 75 people rallied in Ed- 
monton February 1 to free Ukrain- 
ian pilot Nadiya Savchenko, who 
was illegally captured on Ukrain- 
ian soil in June 2014 by Russian- 
backed terrorists, and handed over 
to Russian forces, who deported 
her against her will to Russia, 
where she is currently jailed. 

A Ukrainian MP and a delegate 
to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe (PACE), she 
has been on a hunger strike since 
Dec 13, 2014. 

On February 4, U.S. State De- 
partment spokesperson Jen Psaki 
said that Savchenko’s life “hangs 
in the balance.” 

Psaki called Savchenko “a hos- 
tage to Russian authorities” and 
said Washington demanded her 
immediate release in accordance 
with the commitments Russia 
made under an agreement signed in 
Minsk in September. 

February 10 a Moscow court ex- 
tended the pretrial detention period 
for Savchenko until May 13. 

Savchenko, looking pale and 
gaunt and wearing a T-shirt with 
a Ukrainian trident design, spoke 
from behind the bars of a court- 
room cage. 

She cried out “Glory to Ukraine!” 
as she was led to the court by armed 
guards with a large dog. 

The Edmonton protest follows 
earlier ones held in Toronto, Win- 
nipeg and Calgary the previous 
week, as well as numerous ones 
around the world. 

Organized by the Ukrainian Stu- 


dents Club of Grant McEwan Uni- 
versity and the Ukrainian Students 
Society of the University of Alberta 
with the assistance of the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress Alberta 
Provincial Council and Edmonton 
Branch, protesters gathered at the 
U of A Quad then marched to the 
Alberta Legislature where they 
were joined by others. 

Speaking at the Alberta Legisla- 
ture steps in -15C weather, Oksana 
Soletsky, External Representative 
for the USC of GMU said: “As 
young adults, we are the ones that 
have the influence over our fu- 
ture, and it is integral that we stand 
together with Ukraine. As Ukraine 
cries for help, we must be the ones 
to answer to it. No matter how small 
this act may seem, everything may 
add up to make a difference, and 
may influence the Kremlin to break 
its grasp on our people.” 

“We must stand with and for 


divi a 


Savchenko holds a sign inside the defendants’ cage saying: “A Ukrainian 


Nadiya Savchenko, and all other 
heroes that have come before her. 
We must stop this crisis now, and 
we must help Ukraine gain its 
rightful authority to its land and 
its people — this can only be done 
together,” she added. 

Olha Hyzha, Vice President Ex- 
ternal of the USS at U of A, stated 
that Russian dictator Vladimir Putin 
fears Ukrainian women the most and 
by taking Savchenko prisoner he 
shows he has no respect for them. 

“Given Putin’s hostility to the 
tule of law, democracy, and human 
rights, it’s no surprise that the char- 
ges brought against Savchenko are 
totally unjustified. 

“Savchenko should be freed. 
She is our hope! She is our NA- 
DIYA (Ukrainian word for hope)! 
Putin’s fears of strong Ukrainian 
women need to be calmed down, 
because let me tell you this: Noth- 
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I was born; A Ukrainian I will die!” as she attends a hearing at a court 


in Moscow on February 10. 
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Відповідь Надії Савченко до СФУЖО 


Щиро дякую Вам Українки Світу! 

Я щаслива, що, не дивлячись на такі умови, в 
яких я зараз опинилася, це надало мені можливість 
спілкуватися з такими сильними, мужніми жінка- 
ми, щирими українками, як ваша організація. 

Я вже неодноразово переконувалася в тому, що 
українські жінки - найсильніші у світі, не дарма 
ж ми спадкоємиці сарматок - прадавніх амазонок, 
що жили на території теперішньої України. Пра- 
вильний генетичний код в нас закладений. 

В мене мати дуже сильна жінка, і батько був 
сильним, здоровим, українським чоловіком. Моя 
сестра Віра теж дуже сильна людина, в багато 
чому навіть сильніша за мене! 

Я добре знаю історію героїчних українських жі- 
нок - політв'язнів закатованих Радянською систе- 
мою. 

Свого часу, мені тоді було, напевно, років 
дев'ятнадцять, я грала роль, в аматорському сту- 
дентському театрі, одної такої героїні - львівської 
дівчини політв'язня, (можливо навіть запис десь 
залишився цієї театральної постанови, треба буде 
пошукати). Наш театр називався ,/Сварга", наша 


режисер сама писала сценарії. То була дуже духо- 
вно сильна і трагічна роль. Я якраз грала ту дівчи- 
ну львів'янку, коли вона сиділа у в'язниці, тоді ще 
й гадки не мала, що мені самій випаде така доля, 
бути закатованою, тепер уже безчесною брехли- 
вою російською системою судочинства і знущань 
над людиною. 

Мені відома доля багатьох героїчних українок, 
дуже не легка їх доля. Я намагаюся бути гідною їх 
пам'яті 1 гідною дочкою своєї прекрасної україн- 
ської землі! 

Я буду сильної і витримаю стільки скільки Бог 
дасть сили. Але я не зраджу своїм принципам, не 
зраджу віру людей в мене і не порушу свого сло- 
ва! Голодування я не припиню до дня повернення 
мене в Україну, чи до останнього дня життя в Ро- 
сії! Для мене вся Росія - це в'язниця. Я в цій, дуже 
гарній країні, як багато хто говорить, вперше і від- 
разу в тюрмі. Отож краси її просторів не бачу. 

Дуже дякую Вам за підтримку мене і участь в 
акції #FreeSavchenko. Вірю ми витримаємо усе — 
бо ми разом! 

Ваша Надія Савченко, 05.02.2015р 


Гуманітарна допомога з Канади дійде 
за призначенням — волонтери 


б - 


Марія Тимощук, Радіо Свобода 

Зимові однострої та якісне 
утеплене взуття від Канади от- 
римають українські бійці АТО 
вже найближчим часом, обіцяє 
міністр оборони Степан Пол- 
торак.  Обмундирування вже 
доправили до складу однієї з 
військових частин Одеської 
області. | Процес отримання 
передачі канадської допомоги 
представникам Міністерства 
оборони контролювали місцеві 
волонтери. 

Одеський порт прийняв 
кораблі з  одностроями для 
українських військових. Близь- 
ко 30 тисяч комплектів зимової 
уніформи та 70 тисяч пар уте- 


мобілізації. Військові ж заува- 
жують високу якість отриманих 
одностроїв та взуття. Серед них 
і начальник складу військової ча- 
стини в Усатово Кирило Андріїв, 
де наразі зберігається нове об- 
мундирування. 

«Якість звичайно краща. У 
вітчизняних виробників, напри- 
клад, немає утеплених черевиків. 
В нас черевики одні на всі сезо- 
ни, лише змінюється носок - 
шерстяний чи бавовняний», —TO- , 
ворить Кирило Андріїв. 

На цьому Канада не планує 
обмежувати свою співпрацю з 
українською стороною, обіцяє 
Ващук. 


пленого взуття є допомогою ка- 
надського уряду. Процес отри- 
мання одностроїв контролювали 
волонтери, розповів Радіо Сво- 
бода один з них, Ігор Мельник. 
«Більш ніж 300 волонтерів 
майже 24 дні безперервно на 
складах займалися прийомом, 
сортуванням і відправкою фор- 
ми за призначенням. Завдяки 
тому, що процес отримання 
канадської форми був прозорим, 
це стало каталізатором того, що з 
нами почали спілкуватися і інші 
донорські організації та пред- 
ставники міністерств оборони 
різних країн», - впевнений во- 


лонтер. 
Нині отримане від Канади 
обмундирування зберігають 


Роман Ващук 


у військовій частині в селищі 
Усатово Одеської області. Там 
і зустрілися посол Канади в 
Україні Роман Ващук, міністр 
оборони Степан Полторак та 
волонтери. Найближчим часом 
однострої будуть вже на бійцях, 
запевнив Полторак. 

«Частина отриманої форми 
піде на забезпечення військових 
чергової хвилі мобілізації. Ча- 
стина вже знаходиться в зоні 
АТО», - пояснив міністр оборо- 
ни Степан Полторак. 

За словами волонтерів, до от- 
римання допомоги з Канади, 
Міністерство оборони мало про- 
блему із забезпеченням обмунди- 
руванням бійців з останньої хвилі 


«Ще маємо низку проектів 
в медичній галузі. '" Минуло- 
го тижня нами профінансовані 
були індивідуальні аптечки. Їх 
буде ще більше. Ще працюємо 
по лінії створення військового 
мобільного госпіталю. Цей про- 
ект розробляється також. I ми 
на цьому не зупиняємося і на 
далі будемо працювати в цьому 
напрямку зі збройними силами 
України та з іншими силови- 
ми структурами і щодо питань 
кібербезпеки», - посол Канади в 
Україні Роман Ващук. 

Допомога українським 
військовим від Канади почала 
надходити ще влітку. Волонтерів 
до контролю за її розподілом за- 
лучили пізніше, лише восени 
минулого року. 


Р. Соде 


Львівські єпископи всіх конфесій 
закликають вірних: «Не засніть» 


(Радіо Свобода) -Львівські єпископи Української 
греко-католицької церкви, Української православної 
церкви Київського патріархату, Римо-католицької 
церкви, Української автокефальної православної 
i Української православної церкви (Московського 
патріархату) звернулись сьогодні до вірних зі звер- 
ненням щодо нинішньої ситуації в Україні. 

Владики називають війну злочином проти життя. 
«На наших очах народжується нова Держава, нове 
покоління Героїв, яке ладне пожертвувати власним 
життям, забути про комфорт та спокій і першим 
відгукнутися на крик своєї землі про допомогу. Ніхто 
з нас не був готовим до війни. Жодна мати не могла 
подумати, що невдовзі їй доведеться просити в Го- 
спода для свого сина ласку щасливо повернутися до- 
дому із зони АТО, а її молитва стане йому духовною 
бронею», - мовиться у спільному зверненні. 

Єпископи наголошують: сила духу, терпіння, 
відвага та мужність українських бійців стали для 
багатьох українців прикладом того, як треба люби- 
ти свою державу. 


«Водночас бажаємо наголосити на певній 
небезпеці: у вирі новин ми не маємо права буденно 
звикнути до нових вісток про смерть чи каліцтва 
наших військовослужбовців та добровольців - а 
війна забирає найкращих, не можемо охолонути у 
співчутті до страждань поранених, болю їх рідних, 
горя вдів i сиріт! Про небезпеку такої втоми чи «за- 
синання» застерігає святий отець Церкви Григорій 
Богослов: «Щоб під час нашого сну ворог не 
посіяв поганого насіння», - заявляють єпископи. 

Представники релігійних конфесій звертають 
увагу на важку недугу у суспільстві - корупцію від 
найвищих посадових осіб до звичайних громадян. 
А звільнитись від неї можна шляхом жертвенної 
праці, яка часто не передбачає не лише гідної 
відплати, а й похвали чи подяки, вважають вони. 

Владики закликали громадян підтримувати 
одні одних, допомагати - бо, об'єднавши зусилля, 
Україна подолає агресію й лють заради гідності та 
тих моральних цінностей, не допустить розділення 
батьківщини. 
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Stewart claims he never lobbied| Harper won’t rule 
Baird for Russian bank 


By Marco Levytsky 

A principal with an Ottawa lob- 
bying firm hired by a Russian 
bank to remove it from Canada’s 
sanctions list claims he never lob- 
bied former Foreign Minister John 
Baird on its behalf. 

ExpoBank and RosEnergoBank, 
two small Russian banks, had been 
placed on the sanctions list on April 
28, 2014, but removed from the list 
on Sept. 16, 2014. 

When ExpoBank was first placed 
on the list, it hired Ottawa lobbying 
firm Ensight Canada to make its case 
to the government on why it should 
be removed from the sanctions list 
after describing Canada’s actions as 
a “misunderstanding”, reported The 
Ottawa Citizen on June 4. 

“IT don’t lobby Baird, period, 
full stop,’ said Ensight principal 
Will Stewart in an interviews with 
the National Post reported by that 
newspaper on Feb. 10, 2015. “For 
this exact reason. I don’t need any- 
body suggesting he’s done anything 
wrong or I’ve done anything wrong 
based on our past relationship.” 

In the June 4, 2014 Citizen story, 
Stewart was quoted as saying: 

“They're concerned about being 
on the list.... They don’t believe 
they should be, and we’re trying to 
help them sort through that prob- 
lem.” 

Stewart, who at that time was 
serving as Ontario Progressive 
Conservative leader Tim Hudak’s 
communications director for the 
provincial election campaign, 
would not comment specifically on 
the sanctions. 


PHOTO - ENSIGHT WEBSITE 
Ensight principal Will Stewart, 


“We're just going to try to help 
them with their challenge in Ot- 
tawa,” he said, according to The 
Citizen. “We’re going to be соп- 
tacting a bunch of folks in Ottawa 
and taking the message to them, 
and hope to help them.” 

Ukrainian News reported in its 
September 25 — October 5, 2014 
issue that Ensight’s official web- 
site notes that Stewart was Baird’s 
Chief of Staff while Baird was in 
former Ontario Premier Mike Har- 
ris’ cabinet. 

“Will has served as Chief of Staff 
to a number of Ontario Minister 
portfolios with John Baird, now a 
senior member of the Harper cab- 
inet,” it states. 

On Sept. 22, 2014 Ukrainian 
News e-mailed the Media Rela- 
tions Office of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade Canada noting 


both The Citizen story regarding 
Stewart as well as the Ensight web- 
site, asking if the information was 
correct and if this had any bearing 
on the decision to delist Expobank. 

We received confirmation that 
the email had been received that 
same day, but never got a reply to 
our question. 

In an emailed statement cited in 
The National Post in its Feb. 10 
story, Baird said he didn’t know his 
friend was on the file. 

“In no way, shape or form did I 
know Mr. Stewart was representing 
this bank, and no representations 
were made to me on this file by Mr. 
Stewart,” he said. “The delisting 
was recommended by departmental 
officials after their review, and I ac- 
cepted that advice.” 

The National Post also reported 

that a month after Mr. Stewart 
registered on the file, John Boscari- 
ol, a lawyer with McCarthy Те- 
trault who often works on disputes 
over sanctions, registered to lobby 
on the file. 
He and Stewart both say that law- 
yers guided the formal appeal pro- 
cess, ultimately convincing depart- 
mental officials that the firm had 
been added to the list in error. 

“The evidence was so clear is 
this case the government couldn’t 
sustain keeping ExpoBank on the 
list,” said Boscariol in an interview 
with The National Post, Feb. 10. 

NDP foreign affairs critic Paul 
Dewar said he would like a better 
explanation from the government 
of how it came to list then delist 
ExpoBank. 


Ukraine seeks more help from Canada 


By Lee Berthiaume, 
Ottawa Citizen, February 8, 2015 

Ulaaine’s top diplomat in Ottawa 
says Canada "сап do more” to help 
his country, as Western nations de- 
bate providing weapons and other 
“Jethal” military aid to government 
forces fighting Russian-backed re- 
bels in eastern Ukraine. 

Та an exclusive interview with 
the Citizen, Ukrainian chargé 
d’affaires Shevchenko Marko 
thanked Canada for it assistance 
after Russia annexed Crimea and 
began providing military sup- 
port to separatist rebels in eastern 
Ukraine’s Donbas region last year. 

Canada’s contributions include 
$400 million in loans to help 
Ukraine’s battered economy, tens 
of millions of dollars more in hu- 
manitarian and development aid, 
night-vision goggles, bulletproof 
vests, tactical radios and 30,000 
winter uniforms that were used by 
the Canadian Forces in the 1990s. 

“T don’t know what terms І can 
use to describe how big and im- 
portant Canada’s assistance is for 
my country,” Marko said. “I can 
only say that we highly appreci- 
ate Canada’s support, both its eco- 
nomic assistance and military non- 
lethal assistance.” 

But when asked if Canada had 
done enough, given the Conserva- 
tive government’s vocal pledges to 
stand with Ukraine in the face of 
what it calls Russian aggression, 
Marko said: “Canada can do more, 
and we will appreciate anything 
more, any kind of assistance.” 

Marko, who has headed 
Ukraine’s embassy in Ottawa since 
ambassador Vadym  Prystaiko 
returned to Kyiv in November, 
would not specify what kind of 


Shevchenko Marko 


help Ukraine wants from Canada. 
But his comments came amid a re- 
newed international debate about 
giving Ukraine weapons. 

Ukrainian government and sep- 
aratist forces agreed to a ceasefire 
in September after months of fierce 
fighting in the east of the country. 
But the deal unravelled last month, 
and the Kremlin-backed rebels 
have made significant gains, push- 
ing Ukrainian government forces 
back in key areas. 

An estimated 5,400 people have 
been killed since the conflict began, 
many of them civilians. 

The Ukrainian government has 
complained that its forces are out- 
gunned by the separatists, who 
have deployed advanced Russian 
weaponry such as rocket launchers 
and tanks. NATO and Ukraine say 
Russian soldiers are also fighting in 
Ukraine. 

While the Kremlin denies arming 
the rebels or sending troops across 
the border, reports indicate U.S. 


President Barack Obama is now 
considering whether to reverse his 
earlier decision and begin sending 
the Ukrainian military “lethal” as- 
sistance. 

Still, there are fears that if West- 
em countries do begin arming the 
Ukrainians, it will escalate the 
fighting and provoke a strong Rus- 
sian reaction in Ukraine and other 
parts of eastern Europe. Others say 
the only way to end the conflict is 
through a negotiated settlement. 

Canadian Defence Minister Rob 
Nicholson told reporters last week 
that the Conservative government 
had been “very clear up to this 
point that the equipment we send is 
non-lethal; it’s humanitarian sup- 
plies.” But he refused to entirely 
rule out providing lethal aid. 

“We need defensive weapons 
such as anti-tank and anti-aircraft,” 
Marko said. “If it is decided that 
such systems will be deployed in 
Ukraine, we will be grateful. If not, 
then OK. In any case, we have no 
other choice: we will fight with or 
without foreign assistance.” 

The diplomat acknowledged 
concerns that sending weapons to 
Ukraine could prompt Russia to 
step up its involvement in the con- 
flict, or that it could see the fighting 
spread to other parts of eastern Eur- 
ope. But he said Russia started the 
provocative action, and the West 
has to show it has backbone. 

“All our problems that we con- 
front with Russia mainly originated 
from it not respecting treaties, not 
respecting international obliga- 
tions, not respecting norms and 
rules of international life,” he said. 
“The question is, where is the red 
line where the West will start to be 
involved directly?” 
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out lethal weapons 
for Ukraine 


Les Whittington, Toronto Star, Feb 09 2015 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper declined to rule out supplying lethal 
military aid to Ukraine if diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflict with 
Russian-backed rebels in the eastern part of that country fail. 

“We'll look at all options,” Harper said, when asked if Canada would 
be in favour of a shift in aid to Ukraine from humanitarian and to lethal 
defensive weapons. 

“But obviously we will proceed extremely cautiously in partnership 
and collaboration with all our allies,” he added at a press conference with 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

Merkel, who stopped briefly in Ottawa Monday evening (Feb. 9)айег 
a visit to Washington, is engaged in a furious round of shuttle diplomacy 
over Ukraine. Worried about the possibility of a proxy war in Ukraine 
between the West and Russian President Vladimir Putin, she is stressing 
the need to find a diplomatic solution to the deepening conflict. 

“L hope we will be able to solve this conflict by diplomatic means be- 
cause I think, by military means, it cannot be solved,” Merkel said. 

Earlier at the White House, U.S. President Barack Obama weighed in 
on Ukraine after a meeting with Merkel. The U.S. has so far provided 
only non-lethal aid to Ukraine but Obama said Monday he might reverse 
i position if diplomacy fails to make headway in ending the fighting 
there. 

“We will proceed extremely cautiously in partnership and collaboration 
with all our allies,” Stephen Harper said Monday at a press conference 
with German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

“The possibility of lethal defensive weapons is one of those options 
that’s being examined,” Obama told reporters. 

While emphasizing the need to move cautiously, the Conservative gov- 
ernment renewed its demands for Putin to halt the military action in east 
Ukraine by Russian-backed separatists. 

Jason Kenney, who was appointed defence minister on Monday, said 
Canada must continue to confront the “outrageous Russian aggression” 
in east Ukraine. 

Harper said both Canada and Germany recognize the territorial integ- 
rity of Ukraine and “we will never — no matter how long it takes, not- 
withstanding what methods are used — Canada will never accept the 
illegal occupation of Ukrainian territory by Russia.” 

Harper said he and Merkel also discussed economic conditions, the 
continuing efforts to implement the Canada-European Union free-trade 
deal and the rise in Iraq and Syria of Islamic state, which Harper termed 
a “jihadist monster.” 
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Дебальцеве: бої за «дорогу життя» 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

Запеклі бої тривають поблизу Дебальцева, де збройні загони 
сепаратистів й далі роблять спроби оточити українські війська. 
Звідти ж надходить суперечлива інформація про застосування проти 
українських військ авіації. За даними РНБО, Росія продовжує пере- 
кидати війська та техніку на окуповану територію Донбасу, а речни- 
ки сепаратистів у свою чергу заявляють про намір істотно збільшити 
чисельність своїх збройних формувань. 

Із різних джерел надходить інформація про бої в районі се- 
лища Логвинове, де бронетехніка сепаратистів вийшла на тра- 
су Дебальцеве-Артемівськ. 

«На сьогоднішній день траса фактично перекрита. Дорога ця не те, 
що остання - вона одна-єдина», - розповів 9 лютого Радіо Свобода 
народний депутат Тарас Пастух, який зараз перебуває на Донбасі. 

«За день російські найманці 13 разів обстріляли місто та околиці 
з артилерії та 5 разів невдало намагалися штурмувати наші позиції... 
Політичною метою захоплення дебальцевського плапдарму є праг- 
нення російських кураторів бойовиків примусити Україну піти на 
поступки бандитам та підписати із ними перемир'я на кремлівських 
умовах», - зауважив він. 

Інтернет-видання «Цензор.нет» із посиланням на офіцера, ба- 
тальйон якого перебуває в районі Дебальцева, повідомляє про те, 
що українські війська зазнали авіаційного удару. За його словами, 
в момент прольоту літаків по позиціях батальйону було завдано 
удар боєприпасами великої потужності, які розцінили як бомбовий. 
Про застосування проти українських військ авіації заявляють також 
інтернет-ресурси сепаратистів, натомість офіційні українські речни- 
ки цю інформацію не підтвердили. 

Тим часом, на окуповану територію Донбасу через російський кор- 
дон продовжують прибувати війська та техніка. 

«Протягом 7-8 лютого державний кордон України у пункті пропу- 
ску «Ізварине» перетнуло близько 1500 військовослужбовців Зброй- 
них сил Російської Федерації і понад 300 одиниць військової техніки 
— самохідні артилерійські установки, «Гради», тентовані вантажівки 
тощо», - заявив Андрій Лисенко. 

При цьому речники самих сепаратистів заявляють про намір 
збільшити свої збройні загони завдяки «добровільній мобілізації». 


Коментуючи інформацію про потужний вибух, що стався вчора 


увечері в Донецьку, речник штабу АТО Владислав Селезньов зазна- 
чив, що вибухнув російський гуманітарний конвой. 

«Черговий гуманітарний конвой, який прийшов в місто Донецьк з 
території Російської Федерації. На борту була дуже якісна російська 
«тушонка» — вибухнула і наслідки від вибухової хвилі було відчутно 
навіть у Макіївці», - зазначив він. 
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Війна чи наркобізнес? 


«Шовковий шлях» афганського героїну веде до «ЛНР» 


Андрій Діхтяренко, Радіо Свобода 

Протистояння на Сході України йде не тільки за 
контроль території. Міжусобні сварки бойовиків із 
угрупування «ЛНР» розкрили подробиці трафіку 
важких наркотиків з території Росії через Луганщи- 
ну 1 далі в Україну. Про це йдеться в розслідуванні 
журналістів програми «Схеми». «Зелений кори- 
дор» для контрабанди, створений сепаратиста- 
ми і силовиками з Росії, тягнеться впродовж 450 
кілометрів державного кордону України. На тлі 
військового конфлікту тут триває прихована, але 
запекла війна - за вкрай прибутковий бізнес, від 
якого страждають тисячі українських громадян. 

Окупований проросійськими сепаратистами Лу- 
ганськ на початку 2015 року став ареною запеклої 
ворожнечі між різними ватажками озброєних угру- 
пувань. Першого січня недалеко від Луганська 
розстріляли кортеж відомого місцевого сепаратиста 
Олександра Бєднова на прізвисько «Бетмен». 

Так звана «прокуратура ЛНР» заявила, що «Бет- 
мена» стратили за численні кримінальні злочини. 
Проте прихильники вбитого бойовика висунули 
контрзвинувачення: «Бетмена» прибрали через те, 
що його батальйон заважав займатися незаконним 
наркобізнесом луганським бойовикам на чолі з го- 
ловою «ЛНР» Ігорем Плотницьким. 

Поплічники Бєднова навіть детально розповіли, 
де саме йшов наркотрафік. Провести його нама- 
галися через прикордонне селище Пархоменко 
в Краснодонському районі Луганській області з 
російської території через річку Деркул, зізнався 
голова диверсійної розвідгрупи «Русіч», відомий 
російський радикальний націоналіст Олексій 
Мільчаков. Попри те Бєднов («Бетмен») заарешту- 
вав в Краснодоні місцевого «оператора» трафіку 
наркотиків на прізвисько «Шико», бо не хотів, щоб 
наркотики наводнили Луганськ, який «Бетмен» 
сподівався очолити. 

Проте бійці голови угрупування «ЛНР» Ігоря 
Плотницького звільнили «Шико», а невдовзі при 


допомозі так званої «приватної військової компанії 


Вагнера» жорстоко розстріляли кортеж «Бетмена» 
і знищили його батальйон. 

Через українсько-російський кордон частково 
проходить так званий сумнозвісний «Шовковий 
шлях», яким героїн із Афганістану через Таджи- 
кистан, Узбекистан 1 Казахстан територією Росії і 
України потрапляє до Європи. 

Цікаво, що луганські сепаратисти ще з початку 
озброєного конфлікту приділяли особливу увагу 
саме прикордонному Краснодонському району. 
Навіть кадри в силові «міністерства» підбирали з 
тих, хто добре знав місцеву специфіку. 

Наприклад, так зване «Міністерство внутрішніх 
справ ЛНР» в травні несподівано очолив Юрій 
Івакін, керівник управлінням МВС Житомирській 
області за часів президента Януковича. Але з 1996 


по 2001 рік Івакін був головним міліціонером. 


Краснодона - і на хвилі «Руської весни»  повернув- 
ся на Луганщину вже на боці сепаратистів. 
Цікаво, що в 2010 році Івакін разом із про- 
куратурою повністю  «зачистив» Житомирсь- 
ке управління по боротьбі з наркотиками. 
Звільнений тоді Івакіним екс-начальник УБ- 
НОН в Житомирській області Сергій Дзюбенко 
розповів Радіо Свобода, що через війну на Донбасі 
наркотрафік значно активізувався в останні місяці. 
За словами Дзюбенка, російські прикордонни- 
ки, м'яко кажучи, не переймаються перевіркою 
вантажів, які йдуть на територію України. А фак- 
тично створено «зелений коридор» для поставки 
наркотиків. Це вигідно перш за все росіянам, що 
керують луганськими і донецькими сепаратиста- 
ми, каже Дзюбенко. 
«Керувати наркоманом, наркозалежною особою 


дуже легко. Немає ніяких проблем, щоб послати 
його в бій як гарматне м'ясо. Тільки вдуматися, 
в Афганістані | грам героїну коштує І долар. A 
на території України 1 грам коштує 100 доларів! 
Якщо Російська Федерація має ціну 20-25 доларів 
за грам, які до неї заходять з Таджикистану, І дати 
ці наркотики найманцям, щоб воювали за їхній так 
званий «русский мир), то це набагато легше, ніж 
доплатити доларами чи гривнями. Тим більше, що 
після цього він без. страху буде лізти г прямо під 
кулі», - розповідає фахівець. 

На жаль, значна кількість наркотиків потрапляє 
i далі в Україну. Голова української митниці, за- 
ступник голови Державної фіскальної служби 
України Анатолій Макаренко розповів Радіо Сво- 
бода, що кількість пійманих наркокур'єрів від по- 
чатку військового конфлікту збільшилась у рази. 
Тільки за кілька тижнів січня 2015 року митни- 
цями державної фіскальної служби виявлено вже 
45 випадків переміщення наркотичної сировини 
через державний кордон України. Правоохоронці 
просто не встигають ефективно перекривати потік 
наркотиків - не вистачає людей, цим дуже складно 
займатися в умовах постійних обстрілів на блок- 
постах, скаржиться голова української митниці. 

Ціни на всі наркотичні засоби, які надходять 
в країну, впали в два рази, - наголошує Сергій 
Дзюбенко. За його словами, це свідчить, що 
внутрішній ринок перенасичений небезпечним 
товаром. 

Однак вбивство «Бетмена» було тільки по- 
чатком «розборок» в середовищі луганських 
сепаратистів. Вже 10 січня бойовики «ЛНР», 
за допомогою все тієї ж «приватної військової 
компанії Вагнера», атакували інший підрозділ 
проросійських бойовиків, що стояли в Краснодоні 
- окрему бригаду «Одеса». 

Перед ліквідацією бійці «Одеси» встигли пере- 
дати своїм товаришам: їх знищують люди Вагне- 
ра, тому що вони заважають нелегальному трафіку 
в Краснодонському районі. 

Як вже писала Радіо Свобода, скоріш за все, 
за загадковою «ТІВК Вагнера», що допомагає 
лідеру «ЛНР» Ігорю Плотницькому позбавля- 
тися конкурентів, стоїть полковник внутрішніх 
військ МВС Російської Федерації Євген Вагнер. 
Якого президент Путін у вересні 2014 року влас- 
ним указом призначив головним спеціалістом зі 
знищення «угрупувань бойовиків на території 
північнокавказького регіону Російської 
Федерації». 

Прикордонні території, де угрупування Вагнера 
(чи спецназ внутрішніх військ Росії) займається 
«зачистками» конкурентів Плотницького, чомусь 
знаходяться саме там, де пролягають дороги, яки- 
ми йде «шовковий шлях» афганського героїну до 
Європи. Здається, що російські силовики"в цій 
схемі виступають, як старші партнери. | | 

Втім, фахівці не виключають, що підсадка 
України на голку — теж частина військової операції. 
Чим більше буде надходити наркотичних речовин 
всередину України через «зелений коридор», тим 
легше буде діяти проти Української держави, каже 


Росія приховує загибель росіян в Україні, 
підміняючи документи загиблих - СБУ 


(Радіо Свобода) -Служба безпеки України 
викрила схему приховування фактів загибелі 
військових Росії в Україні, повідомляє прес- 
служба СБУ. 

«Контрозвідка СБУ здобула докази військової 
агресії Росії на сході України. Росія намагається 
приховати від свого народу факти загибелі гро- 
мадян Російської Федерації в Україні. Для цього 
російське командування впровадило злочинну схе- 
му підміни документів на тілах загиблих росіян, 
які з травня 2014 року направляються з України 
до спеціально створеного центрі у Ростові-на- 


Дону. На військовому жаргоні — «Вантаж-200», — 
повідомили в СБУ. 

Також повідомляється, що 4 лютого СБУ вда- 
лось перехопити розмову відповідального за 
відправку «Вантажу-200» по Південному феде- 
ральному округу Росії, російського офіцера з по- 
зивним «Вождь», із представником «ДНР» Безза- 
конним В. В. 

Україна і Захід звинувачують Росію у постачанні 
зброї та бойовиків на Донбас, а також у введенні 
військ на схід України. Москва ці звинувачення 
відкидає. 
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Cease-fire deal signed іп Minsk| Amnesty calls for 


Cont. from P. 1 

Poroshenko said he was “informed” that Ukrainian 
military pilot Nadia Savchenko would be released “in 
the near future” from a Russian jail, where she has 
been held for more than six months on charges of in- 
volvement in the killing of two Russian journalists in 
Ukraine. 

But Mark Feigin, a lawyer for Savchenko in Mos- 
cow, said he did not think she will be exchanged with 
other captives as envisaged by the peace deal but that 
her trial would be held. 

But another Savchenko lawyer, Ilya Novikov, said 
he hoped she would be released by February 19. 

The agreement reached on February 12 is to replace 
the Minsk agreement reached in September that had 
only been marginally followed, with cease-fire viola- 
tions considered normal most days as separatist fight- 
ers acquired more than 500 square kilometers of terri- 
tory from Ukrainian forces since the deal was signed. 

Hundreds of soldiers were also killed and wounded 
on both sides during the first cease-fire deal. 

Fighting in eastern Ukraine has killed more than 
5,350 people and forced hundreds of thousands of 
people to flee their homes since April. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel said in Minsk 
that “we now have a glimmer of hope” for Ukraine 
but we are under “no illusion” and there is still “very, 
very much work” to do. 

She added that Poroshenko had done everything 
possible to “end the bloodshed” in Ukraine. 

Hollande said the deal was “a relief for Europe and 
a fine example of what France and Germany can do for 
peace.” 

But German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Stein- 
meier, who was also present at the talks, welcomed the 
agreement but said the deal was neither a “comprehen- 
sive solution” nor a “breakthrough.” 

Putin said the agreement required Ukraine to under- 
go “a constitutional reform” that would cover “the 
lawful rights of people residing in [the] Donbas [re- 
gion].” 

He added that the sides also agreed on “humanitar- 

jan issues” and the “enforcement of the previous law 
granting a special status to [the Luhansk and Donetsk] 
regions.” 
_ According to the Associated Press the deal says the 
restoration of Ukrainian control over the border with 
Russia in rebel-controlled areas could be completed 
only by the end of 2015 on condition that Ukraine con- 
ducts a constitutional reform granting wide powers to 
the eastern regions, including the right to form their 
own police force and trade freely with Russia. 

This is likely to trigger heated political debate in 
Ukraine. 

The deal envisages a buffer zone to be created by 
pulling back the heavy artillery and rocket systems 
from 50 to 140 kilometres away from the frontline 


depending on their calibre. The withdrawal should 
begin no later than a second day after the ceasefire be- 
comes effective and be completed within two weeks, 
reported AP. 

Separately, a parallel meeting of the three-way 
“contact group” has been meeting that comprises rep- 
resentatives from Russia, Ukraine, and the Organiza- 
tion for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
as well as from the separatist groups. It was led by 
OSCE special representative Heidi Tagliavini. 

The OSCE was tapped to monitor the implemen- 
tation of the cease-fire and the withdrawal of heavy 
weapons from the line of contact. 

The exact details of where the line of contact would 
be recognized — and whether it would reflect terri- 
torial gains made by the rebels in the past six months 
— was not immediately clear. 

Earlier on February 12, during a break in the talks, 
Poroshenko said that there was “no good news” so 
far and that the Russian position at the summit was 
“unacceptable.” 

Poroshenko said the situation was “difficult” but 
that Merkel and Hollande were “helping us a lot.” 

In searching for an agreement, the four leaders held 
a number of rounds of closed-door talks, first among 
themselves, then with their foreign ministers and top 
aides, and then again without aides. 

The German Foreign Ministry said that the talks 
were “not easy.” By contrast, Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter Sergei Lavrov said earlier that the talks were going 
“better than super.” 

Meanwhile, fighting ahead of the talks was fierce 
as rebels staged a counterattack early on February 12 
in the area near the southern port city of Mariupol, 
where Ukrainian forces seized a sizable amount of 
territory the previous day. 

And especially intense fighting was reported for 
the strategic town of Debaltseve, which pro-Russian 
forces have been trying to encircle in hopes of sur- 
rounding thousands of Ukrainian troops. 

Ukrainian military spokesman Vladyslav Selez- 
пуоу told a briefing on February 11 that 17 armed 
forces servicemen and two Interior Ministry troops 
had been killed in shelling, rocket attacks, and clashes 
with rebel forces near Debaltseve. 

He said 78 others had been wounded. й 

U.S. President Вагаск. Обата had called Putin 
ahead of the talks on February 10, urging him to find 
an agreement for a cease-fire. 

The White House issue a warning to Moscow as 
well: “If Russia continues its aggressive actions in 
Ukraine, including by sending troops, weapons, and 
financing to support the separatists, the costs for Rus- 
sia will rise.” 

Russia denies sending troops or weapons to Ukraine 
despite what Kyiv and the West say is incontrovertible 
evidence of its direct military involvement. 


IMF, Ukraine agree to 
$17.5 billion deal 


(RFE/RL)—Ukzainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yat- 
senyuk says a new multibillion-dollar aid package 
from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) requires 
“very difficult” reforms to fight corruption, overhaul 
the energy sector, cut spending, and reduce bureau- 
cracy. 

But Yatsenyuk said Kyiv was committed to the re- 
forms demanded by the IMF in the agreement. 

His statement comes after IMF chief Christine 
Lagarde announced on February 12 that the IMF and 
Ukraine had reached a preliminary deal on a financial 
rescue plan worth $17.5 billion, part of an larger four- 
year, $40 billion funding package for the conflict-torn 
country in return for “bold policy reforms” by Kyiv. 

The deal still must be approved by the IMF’s board 
of directors. 

Lagarde said Ukraine had agreed to front-load re- 
forms, including energy-tariff increases, bank restruc- 
turing, governance reform of state-owned enterprises, 
and an anticorruption agenda. 

Lagarde said that it was "ап ambitious program; it 15 
a tough program; and it is not without risk.” 

“But it is also a realistic program and its effective 
implementation...can represent a turning point for 
Ukraine,” she said. 

The IMF chief added that “this new program of- 


fers an important opportunity for Ukraine to move its 
economy forward at a critical moment in the country’s 
history.” 

Ukzaine is on the brink of bankruptcy after a year of 
political upheaval and war. 

Ukraine’s currency, the hryvnia, lost 50 percent of its 
value in 2014 and the economy shrank 7.5 percent, with 
another contraction of 5 percent expected this year. 

Kyiv is under pressure by the West to fight corrup- 
tion and overhaul its finances, even as it battles pro- 
Russian separatist rebels in the east of the country. 

Yatsenyuk, however, said the Ukrainian economy 
could grow in 2016 if what he described as “Russian 
aggression” was halted and internal reforms were a 
success. 

Lagarde also offered optimism for Ukraine, saying 
that Kyiv’s government had early in its reforms “not 
only reached [its] targeted deficit for this year but they 
have exceeded the objective and produced a better re- 
sult than was expected.” 

The IMF agreement comes as a new cease-fire deal 
was agreed in marathon talks in Minsk attended by 
the leaders of Ukraine, Russia, Germany, and France 
that focused on ending the fighting between govern- 
ment forces and separatists in eastern Ukraine that has 
killed more than 5,350 people in 10 months. 


protection of civilians 


(UkrNews)—With the announcement of a ceasefire deal in Minsk Feb- 
тиагу 12, both sides to the conflict in eastern Ukraine must take immedi- 
ate steps to protect civilians in the days before it comes into force, says 
Amnesty International. 

Both Ukrainian government forces and separatist militias must stop 
launching indiscriminate attacks that kill civilians, and must allow civil- 
ians to flee contested areas like Debaltseve safely, the human rights or- 
ganization stated in a media release that same day. 

Because the ceasefire does not enter into effect until Feb. 15, the risk 
of civilian casualties in continued hostilities is extremely high. Civilians 
trapped in affected areas like the Debaltseve pocket are at particular risk, 
as both sides try to gain territory before the fighting is halted. 

“Given the intensity of the current fighting in Debaltseve, and the like- 
ly desire to escalate hostilities to gain ground before the ceasefire begins, 
we fear for the safety of the civilian population,” said Joanne Mariner, 
Senior Crisis Response Adviser at Amnesty International, who has just 
returned from Debaltseve. 

An unknown number of civilians remain trapped in Debaltseve, a 
Ukrainian-held area that is currently under heavy attack by pro-Russian 
militias. 

“When we visited Debaltseve last week we found devastation and 
suffering,” said Joanne Mariner. 

“Although many civilians have been evacuated, there were still a few 
thousand who remained, including children, pensioners and people with 
disabilities.” 

An Amnesty International fact-finding mission over the past two weeks 
found civilians in Debaltseve huddled in crowded basement shelters, 
fearful of almost non-stop shelling and rocket attacks. Lacking electri- 
city, running water, and other basic necessities, people in Debaltseve are 
almost entirely dependent on humanitarian aid. 

Amnesty International said that both sides to the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine had violated the laws of war by carrying out indiscriminate at- 
tacks that killed civilians. The intensity of the violence, and frequency of 
civilian deaths, had worsened with the recent escalation of hostilities. 

“Scores of civilians have been killed in recent weeks, since the escala- 
tion in hostilities began, as both sides continue to employ indiscriminate 
weapons that should never be used to bombard heavily populated areas,” 
said Joanne Mariner. 

Sixteen civilians were killed in a rocket attack on the Kyiv-held city of 
Kramatorsk on Feb. 10, and at least five more were killed in rocket attack 
on the separatist-held city of Donetsk on Feb. 11. 


We are Moving! 

After 28 years at our current location at 97 Street 
and 110 Ave., we are moving in January to a 
brand new location at 13615 — 149 Street 
to serve you better. 


Open Mon to. Friday 8:00 till 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 till 4:00 


Danylo Husar Struk Program 
in Ukrainian Literature 


> Ukrainian literature in the English- 
speaking world 


> Organization of annual lectures and 
readings 


> Promotion of research in Ukrainian 
literature 


> Access to electronic publications 


Support the Struk Program — 
help disseminate Ukrainian culture in the world 
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Minsk 2 is an illusion 


German Chancellor Angela Merkel says the ceasefire deal, hammered 
out in Minsk after a 16-hour marathon session on February 12, offers a 
“slimmer of hope” for Ukraine but we are under “no illusion” and there 
is still “very, very much work” to do. 

Her own Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier was blunter, 
declaring the deal was neither a “comprehensive solution” nor a 
“breakthrough.” х 

In the first place this is a cease-fire deal — nothing more. Any reference 
to the Minsk 2 agreement as a peace deal is totally false. 

For one thing both Ukraine and Russia disagree over what kind of 
concessions have been made to the terrorists. Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko says this not grant autonomy to the terrorist-held regions, 
Russian Dictator Vladimir Putin says it calls for broad constitutional 
reform, including the right for the regions to form their own police force 
and trade freely with Russia. 

Ukraine supposedly will regain control of the borders with Russia 
by the end of 2015 and only grant autonomy once the rebel areas have 
held elections under Ukrainian law. This is a total illusion. As long as 
the terrorists maintain their own police forces and their arms there can 
be no free elections in those regions, neither will Ukraine maintain any 
effective control over its borders. Instead, Kyiv, which is already on the 
verge of bankruptcy, will be charged with financing the reconstruction of 
a region devastated by Russian belligerence, while subsidizing a terrorist 
puppet state and fifth column. This will never be acceptable to the people 
of Ukraine, in particular to those who have lost their loved ones, or who 
have themselves sustained crippling injuries. 

The only realistic solution is a Korean scenario in which a ceasefire 
exists along a demilitarized zone but no actual peace treaty is ever 
signed. (North and South Korea have been technically at war for the 
last 65 years.) Maybe someday in the future, when Putin is gone and 
some semblance of civilization emerges in Russia and the terrorist rump 
collapses as did East Germany, then the territories may be reunited. 

But even this remains an illusion since there is no guarantee this 
ceasefire will last. The Minsk 1 ceasefire was violated almost immediately. 
Most ominously, Donetsk terrorist leader Alexander Zakharchenko said 
he will lay the blame on Kyiv if the ceasefire collapses and that there 
“will be no meetings and no new agreements.” 

In fact, by the time our readers get this issue in the mail, it is quite 
likely that it will already have been violated. 

The West insists on utilizing diplomacy with Russia, but this is the 
greatest illusion of all. Putin does not practice diplomacy. He has no use 
for diplomacy and does not understand diplomacy. The only thing Putin, 
like all other despots, understands is brute force. 

That is why it is imperative for the West to arm Ukraine. Canada, the 
United States and the United Kingdom have all made statements that this 
remains an option. An important step forward was taken by Canada when 
the government decided to provide Ukrainian forces with high-resolution 
images from the powerful RADARSAT-2 satellite. 

The West may also provide advanced radar systems that can help 
neutralize the terrorists’ multiple-launch rocket systems, reconnaissance 
drones, light anti-armor missiles for countering separatists’ tanks and 
armored personnel carriers, antiaircraft technology, and modernize 
Ukraine’s air defenses. 

We must prepare for this contingency because, if history is any 
indication, pigs will fly before Putin and his terrorist proxies adhere to 
any “peace”, or even ceasefire agreement. 
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Arm Ukraine and force Putin 
back to the negotiating table 


By Taras Kuzio, Financial Times, February 5, 2015 

Russia, despite its repeated denials, is sending large 
quantities of military equipment to the Donbas region 
of eastern Ukraine along with 9,000 of its troops. 
Movement of Russian forces, including the Pantsir- 
51 missile system, are being tracked by think tanks 
and western intelligence agencies. Only Russian pro- 
fessional (not conscript) troops and intelligence offi- 
cers can operate highly sophisticated Russian military 
equipment — not irregular separatist forces. 

Respected Russian military analyst Pavel Felgen- 
hauer has concluded that the aim of Vladimir Putin, 
Russia’s president, is to destroy Ukraine’s independ- 
ence by installing a satrap in Kiev similar to Chechen 
warlord Razman Kadyroy, thereby ending Kiev’s goal 
of integration into Europe. 

Putin reportedly told German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel that Kiev should deal with the separatists by 
buying them off with autonomy and money as he had 
in Chechnya, which to her was unacceptable. 

Russia and its separatist proxies have never abided 
by the September Minsk peace accords and last month 
tore them up and demand a new agreement that would 
lend legitimacy to their territorial gains. Military as- 
saults have claimed a growing number of civilian 
lives, including 40 in rocket attacks on the port city of 
Mariupol and a Luhansk hospital, with the total num- 
ber of civilians killed rising to 5,500, according to the 
UN. Growing numbers of combatants continue to die 
on both sides. 

In the face of the new Russian-backed offensive, 
pressure on US President Barack Obama to send de- 
fensive military equipment to Ukraine is becoming 
ever more intense. The release of a report for the At- 
lantic Council of the US by eight US ambassadors call- 
ing for military assistance was published along with a 
crescendo of commentaries in The Times, The Guard- 
ian, The Financial Times, The Wall Street Journal, The 
Washington Post, The New York Times, The American 
Interest, The Christian Science Monitor, The Atlantic, 
The New York Post, The Boston Globe, The Los An- 
geles Times and Spiegel Online. 

This chorus of support was backed by influential 
former US National Security adviser Zbigniew Brzez- 
inski and former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger. 
A bipartisan group led by Republican and Democratic 
Senators Rob Portman and Dick Durbin called for 
military assistance to Ukraine “to defend its sovereign 
borders against escalating Russian aggression”. 

The New York Times reported that the US was con- 
sidering supplying arms to Ukraine, something report- 
edly confirmed by Douglas Lute, the US Ambassador 
to NATO. Ashton Carter, President Obama’s choice to 
become his fourth Defence Secretary, said three days 
later he was “very much inclined” to provide arms to 
Ukraine to fight Russian-backed separatists. 


Ukraine has been seeking western weapons since 
the summer of last year but so far has received only 
non-lethal equipment such as winter clothing, bullet 
proof vests and night vision goggles. The US did send 
20 light counter-mortar radars late last year and, with 
two-decades of cooperation in NATO’s Partnership 
for Peace programme, is beginning to train four com- 
panies of Ukraine’s National Guard. 

Arguments against the supply of weapons, the 
Wall Street Journal wrote, “look increasingly naive”. 
Nevertheless, Canadian commentators have pointed 
to Ukrainian corruption and the presence of “Ukrain- 
ian Nazis” as a way perhaps to justify the Stephen 
Harper government’s decision not to provide military 
support. High levels of corruption never stopped the 
supply of Canadian military equipment and special 
force trainers to Pakistan, Iraq and Afghanistan. Al- 
though Putin and the Russian media have repeatedly 
raised accusations of “fascism” in Ukraine, it is the 
Russian (rather than the Ukrainian) regime that more 
closely resembles the political science definition of 
“fascism”. 

NATO will not send weapons to Ukraine but the 
UK, Poland and Canada would follow the US lead. 
President Obama is fighting against his own Demo- 
cratic party ifhe sticks with the position of Chancellor 
Merkel, who continues to put naive faith in a peaceful 
solution. 

Economic sanctions (helped by falling oil prices) 
have not discouraged Putin’s reckless and bloody 
intervention in eastern Ukraine. Some of those ad- 
vocating military support to Ukraine believe — as in 
the 1980s through weapons supplied to the Afghan 
Mujahedeen — that only a growing number of casual- 
ties will force realignment in Russian policy to that of 
public opinion, two thirds of which is against inter- 
vention in eastern Ukraine. 

The Donbas conflict, engineered and sustained by 
Moscow, is already Europe’s worst security challenge 
since World War IT. There have been 40 close military 
encounters in the air between Russia and the west 
since the annexation of the Crimea in March last year. 
Putin believes he is fighting a “NATO legion” through 
alleged Ukrainian proxies and has always claimed 
the Euromaidan revolution was a western-backed 
coup. Russian soldiers dying at the hands of western 
weapons would return the world to the Cold War of 
the 1980s, although it remains unclear which US con- 
gressman would today step up as the new Charlie Wil- 
son. 

Putin will stop his destabilisation of Ukraine and re- 
turn to negotiations only when western arms equalise 
both sides on the battlefield. 

Taras Kuzio is a research associate at the Centre for 
Political and Regional Studies, Canadian Institute for 
Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta. 


Should Canada send lethal 
weapons to Ukraine? 


By Peter Goldring 
Member of Parliament, Edmonton East 

Russian President (for life) Vladimir Putin has 
proved himself to be a liar, a ruthless and maniacal 
tyrant, and a threat to the Western world; a world that 
espouses freedom, individualism, and peace. Putin’s 
Pinocchio-nose has grown off the page when it comes 
to Ukraine. While he bare-facedly lies to the world 
that the Russian army is not in Ukraine, Putin’s Rus- 
sian army has invaded Ukraine, is killing thousands of 
Ukrainians, and is responsible in the downing of Ma- 
laysian Airlines Flight 17, murdering all 298 people on 
board. 

In the realm of international affairs, Putin can eas- 
ily be compared to Hitler, today. After all, he is only 
protecting Russian-speaking Ukrainians (read: pro- 
tecting German-speaking Czechoslovakians). History 
has shown that he had only just begun. He must be 
stopped. If we are not prepared, as members of NATO 
and the United Nations, to stand with Ukraine against 


the Russian invasion, the least we can do as allies and 
friends is provide the country with the latest weapons 
so that they can defend themselves from the Russian 
Red horde. 

Russia’s aggressive military invasion of Ukraine 
is an affront to world peace and must be stopped. 
Force must be met with equal force. Over 800 000 
people are displaced, over 5300 civilians killed, and 
7000 military servicemen/militia dead from both pro- 
Ukrainian and pro-Russian sides. 

Canada, to-date, has provided only non-lethal gear 
such as uniforms, winter blankets, medical kits and 
night-vision goggles to the Ukrainian army, and has 
no immediate plans to change its policy. Putin will not 
stop until Ukraine and all other former Soviet Union 
states are absorbed by Russia and will have nuclear 
weapons returned to their soil. Should Canada send 
lethal weapons to help the Ukrainian army defend its 
territory from the madness of Putin’s Russia? What do 
you think? 
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Ceasefire sends Putin а clear message of appeasement 


By Derek Burney and Fen Hampson, 
The Globe and Mail, February 12, 2015 

When the addled European leaders trundled to negotiate 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin in the Moscow/Minsk 
two-step, the only prop missing was Neville Chamberlain’s 
umbrella. Their attempt to “make peace in our time” has pro- 
duced a meager result — a ceasefire that will take effect on 
Feb. 15 and an agreement to withdraw heavy weapons from 
the front lines and release prisoners. But many key details of 
the road map still have yet to be worked out and major ob- 
stacles remain. The status of Debaltseve, a government held 
town where there is heavy fighting, is in limbo. The future 
of the key rebel held cities, Donetsk and Luhansk, is also 
being left to future talks. Mr. Putin clearly negotiated from 
a position of strength — “what is mine I keep and the rest we 
negotiate.” 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French President 
Frangois Hollande have proved no match for Mr. Putin, and 
U.S. President Barack Obama has simply stood down, Such 
is the supine posture of western leadership in the face of bla- 
tant violations of international law and the principle of ter- 
ritorial sovereignty. 

It has been suggested that the reluctance to provide tan- 
gible, military support to Ukraine is to prevent an escalation 
of hostilities. And yet the result may be the exact opposite. 
Like “red lines” on Syria, the stern rhetoric directed at Rus- 
sia by western leaders is not matched by tangible follow 
through — and Mr. Putin knows that better than most. 

Some call the showdown between the West and Russia 
over Eastern Ukraine a Cuban Missile Crisis in slow motion. 
Only this time the crisis is on the borders of Russia with its 
brazen land grab of Ukraine and not over nuclear missiles 
the Soviets secretly hid on an island a mere 125 km off the 
coast of Florida. 

Like the Cuban crisis, a tough, clear, unambiguous West- 
erm response is required if there is to be any remote prospect 


As the Russian takeover of Ukraine 
expands daily, western leaders have a 
clear choice. They can provide defensive 
weapons to Ukraine and increase 
economic sanctions against Russia or 
continue in the vain hope that rhetorical 
blandishments will forestall Putin. 


of getting Mr. Putin to back down. But we should not put 
much stock that he will. Ceasefires have repeatedly been 
broken. Mr. Putin’s seizure of Crimea was followed by the 
current grab for Eastern Ukraine. Before this conflict there 
was Mr. Putin’s annexation of the territories of Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia in the Russia~-Georgian war. 

The more Russia’s internal situation deteriorates the more 
Mr. Putin will play his wild nationalist card in order to stay 
in power. His next move could be a play against the Baltic 
States, where there are sizable Russian minorities. As for- 
mer NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen said 
a few days ago, “There is a high probability that ДМ. Putin] 
will intervene in the Baltics to test NATO’s Article 5.” 

Public dithering over whether to provide “lethal defen- 
sive” aid to help Ukraine’s embattled defence forces has 
only made things worse by sending a clear message that 
the West’s policy of “strategic patience” is really one of ap- 
peasement. Like a vacillating Prince Hamlet, Mr. Obama 
keeps saying he has not made a decision on the matter as he 
keeps his options open. 

Mr. Obama waits for the Europeans to take the lead knowing 
they will not. British Defence Secretary Philip Hammond also 
firmly planted himself on the fence when he stated in the House 
of Commons that “The U.K. is not planning to do [provide 


lethal assistance] but we reserve the right to keep this position 
under review.” And then to drive the ambiguity of his abstruse 
remarks home, he said “Different members of the alliance take 
nuanced positions on this question and are entitled to do so.” 
Chamberlain could not have expressed it any better. 

This crisis will likely only end if Mr. Putin suffers a fate 
similar to former Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev who was 
dumped by his fellow apparatchiks for bringing the world to 
the brink of nuclear war and compromising Russia’s interests. 

For the time being, Mr. Putin is still popular with his own 
people. But signs of stress are beginning to show as Rus- 
sian oligarchs empty their bank accounts and capital takes 
flight. Russia’s new middle class is grumbling that the store 
shelves that are empty. Word has leaked out that Russian 
soldiers are coming home in body bags putting a lie to Mr. 
Putin’s denials that Russian forces are fighting in Ukraine. 
Any lethal military aid to Ukraine must be accompanied by a 
new round of sanctions that include banning Russia from the 
Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunica- 
tions, known as SWIFT. Such a ban would deal a crippling 
blow to Russia’s banking system as it did to Iran in 2012. 

As the Russian takeover of Ukraine expands daily, west- 

ern leaders have a clear choice. They can provide defen- 
sive weapons to Ukraine and increase economic sanctions 
against Russia or continue in the vain hope that rhetorical 
blandishments will forestall Putin. The immediate victims of 
the latter approach will be the Ukrainians, but the long-term 
prospects for Europe and for western integrity will likely to 
be even more catastrophic. 
Derek H. Burney was Canada’s ambassador to the U.S. from 
1989-1993. He was directly involved in negotiating the free- 
trade Agreement with the U.S.; Fen Osler Hampson is a distin- 
guished fellow and director of Global Security at the Centre for 
International Governance Innovation and Chancellor's Pro- 
fessor at Carleton University. They are the authors of Brave 
New Canada: Meeting the Challenge of a Changing World. 


Putin’s war on civilians 
sce _.defines terrorism 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(World Affairs)—Russian President Vladimir Ри- 
tin is rapidly cementing his reputation as a sponsor 
of terrorism in Ukraine. One could, with some stretch 
of the imagination, have qualified the earlier violence 
perpetrated by his proxies in eastern Ukraine as mere 
“separatism.” In a blog post on April 14, 2014, how- 
ever, I suggested that it qualified as terrorism, and that 
Putin’s Russia was therefore a state sponsor of terror- 
ism. I then provided the definition of terrorism found 
in Section 2656f(d) of Title 22 of the United States 
Code: 

(1) the term “international terrorism” means terror- 
ism involving citizens or the territory of more than one 
country; 

(2) the term “terrorism” means premeditated, pol- 
itically motivated violence perpetrated against non- 
combatant targets by subnational groups ог clandes- 
tine agents; and 

(3) the term “terrorist group” means any group prac- 
ticing, or which has significant subgroups which prac- 
tice, international terrorism. 

The recent bombings of purely civilian targets in 
Kharkiv, Odesa, Donetsk, and Zaporizhzhya prov- 
inces are terrorism, pure and simple. When bombs are 
intended to kill regular folk and then do so, the civil- 
ized world denounces such barbaric behavior as ter- 
rorism and rightly condemns its perpetrators as crim- 
inals. Or, at least, it should — even if the perpetrator 
тип5 a huge state with nuclear weapons and bank ac- 
counts in the West. If it fails to do so, it loses the right 
to condemn terrorism and terrorists anywhere. 

The perpetrators of Putin’s terrorism are welcome 
to call themselves “partisans,” and their leader, “Ru- 
dolf,” insists they are acting on their own initiative. 
That’s about as believable as Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter Sergei Layrov’s repeated statements that there are 
no regular Russian forces in the Donbas. Just as the 
Donbas proxies are creatures of the Russian security 
services and armed forces, so too the only possible 
tational working assumption has to be that the terror- 
ists in southeastern Ukraine are the creatures of Putin. 
Given his ruthless mendacity and duplicity, it would 
be absurd and naive to assume otherwise. 

“Rudolf” claims that the terrorists number 10,000 


in Odesa Province, 12, 000 to 15,000 in Kharkiv Prov- 
ince, and 5,000 in Zaporizhzhya Province. The num- 
bers are obviously greatly inflated. There could be that 
many sympathizers, in which case the actual number 
of active terrorists is probably in the hundreds. That 
makes them a tiny minority within populations that 
overwhelmingly reject everything the terrorists and 
Putin stand for. But terrorists always are small min- 
orities who know that they don’t stand a chance in 
an open political competition and therefore need to 
terrorize. 

The emergence of a Russian-sponsored machine 
expressly intended to kill Ukrainian civilians has sev- 
eral important implications — for Ukraine, the terror- 
ists and their Kremlin sponsors, and the world. 

Ukraine will have to get used to the fact that it has 
become the Israel of Eastern Europe. Terrorism will 
remain a threat to the security of its people as long as 
Putin rules the Kremlin. To live that way is terrible, 
but Ukrainians may console themselves with the fact 
that Israel has thrived despite terrorism. 

The terrorists and Putin will fail to achieve their 
goals — whatever they happen to be. Terrorists may 
cause mayhem, but in the long term they rarely de- 
stabilize the states they attack. Rather, their pursuit of 
terror reliably creates a strong counter-terrorist secur- 
ity service and police force in the targeted countries. 
Ukraine’s security forces, which have already begun 
to crack down on the terrorists, will get better at their 
job as time passes. Just as Putin’s aggression in east- 
ern Ukraine has led Ukraine to acquire a real army, so 
too his proxies’ bomb-throwing is leading Ukraine to 
acquire a real security apparatus. 

Finally, it is time for the world and the West in par- 
ticular to recognize that Putin is not just a warmonger 
and imperialist, but also a terrorist — no different 
than Muammar Qaddafi, Saddam Hussein, Bashar 
al-Assad, or Osama bin Laden. They all kill civilians 
with abandon; they all engage in “premeditated, pol- 
itically motivated violence perpetrated against non- 
combatant targets.” Russia should be declared a state 
supporter of terrorism, and Putin should be shunned 
by every democratic leader who believes in the intrin- 
sic value of human life. Anything else is to tolerate 
and encourage the barbarian in the Kremlin. 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


HELPING SAVE UCAMA 


Member of Parliament for Edmonton East, Peter Goldring has 
actively supported a new site for the future of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Archives and Museum of Alberta (UCAMA) to help ensure 
that Ukrainian-Canadian culture and heritage is preserved and 
remembered for many future generations. 

This new facility in the former Lodge Hotel will mean a great 
deal to Edmonton’s Downtown East. The site will be in close prox- 
imity to St. Barbara’s Cathedral, the origin of Ukrainian Orthodox 
worshipping in Northern Alberta, being built in 1905, and will help 
revitalize the area. UCAMA’s new building will draw people to the 
area to experience the museum’s educational and cultural offerings, 
with an accompanying economic boost. However, without adequate 
funding the completion of this project might not be possible. 

After two years, construction has come to a halt due to financial 
difficulty. As the current building does not provide a suitable venue 
to house the organization’s extensive collections, federal, provin- 
cial, and municipal governments have each provided upwards of $3 
million, while private donors have raised $1.2 million to help the 
organization relocate to anew facility. Currently, the museum needs 
$5 million to complete the renovations. 

Mr. Goldring has long been a proponent of the project, and 
continues to actively campaign for support from all three-levels of 
government. The museum will showcase the histories and accom- 
plishments of Ukrainian immigrants and their families of Edmonton 
East since the early 1900s. These include many elected leaders 
like William Lesick, MP (1984-1988); William Yurko, MP (1969- 
1979) and MLA (1979-1984); William Skoreyko, MP (1958-1979); 
Ambrose Holowach, MP (1953-1958) and MLA (1959-1971); and 
Edmonton East’s Member of Parliament since 1997, and his wife, 
Lorraine Taschuk, and her family. 

Ukrainian immigrants contributed greatly to the settlement and 
growth of Western Canada. What do you think about the future of 
UCAMA? 

SE 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 


Глянь OKOM щири: м, 

о Божий Сину, 

На нашу землю на Україну, 
Зійшли їй з неба дар превеликий, 
Щоб Тя славила во вічні віки. 


Богдана Степаненко-Липовик 

У святу неділю, 25 січня 2015 
року в українській православній 
катедрі святого Івана Українське 
Музичне Товариство Альберти 
(УМТА) організувало свій 36-й 
різдвяний концерт коляди та 
щедрівок. Вперше Товариство 
влаштувало такий концерт 14-го 
січня 1973 року, який став що- 
річною традиційною та шанова- 
ною подією у місті Едмонтон. 
Унікальність концерту полягає в 
тому, що він об'єднує під дахом 
Божого дому різноманітні хори 
та вокально-інструментальні ан- 
самблі не лише з Едмонтону, але 
з усієї Канади, а часом навіть з 
України. 

Відкриття концерту ознаме- 
нувало спільне виконання одні- 
єї з найвідоміших українських 
коляд «Бог Предвічний». Після 
виконання коляди, голова Укра- 
їнського Музичного Товариства 
Альберти - Люба Бойко-Белл - 
виступила зі вступним словом. 
Привітавши присутніх гостей та 
виступаючих, вона відзначила 
присутніх на події преосвящен- 
ного Владику Іларіона, генераль- 
ного вікарія української като- 
лицької Єпархії Едмонтону отця 
Стефана Войціховського, отця 
пароха Семотюка. Також пані 
Люба зазначила, що пожерти зі- 
брані в цей день будуть передані 
на проект підтримки дітей сиріт, 
що мешкають у притулках Укра- 
їни, зорганізований Західною 
Єпархією (за офіційною назвою 
“Orphanage Project in Ukraine 
care of Western Eparchy”). 

Після привітальних слів та 
оголошень різдвяний концерт 
коляди розпочав збірний Україн- 
ський Православний Хор (кате- 
дра св. Івана, собор св. Андрея, 
парафія св. Антонія), дириген- 
том якого є Леся Чумер. Хор 
виконав три стародавні коляди 
«Сказав господар», «Пречистая 
Діва» та «Ой, дозволь пане хазя- 
їне!», Ці коляди завжди оспіву- 
валися в Україні на свято Різдва 
Христового. 

Ведуча програми - Ірина Тар- 
навська (текст Галини Котович) 
- розповіла про походження 
колядок, які мають ще дохрис- 
тиянське походження. Коляд- 


ки з'явилися ще у календарі за 
язичницькі часи і пов'язані з 
днем зимового сонцестояння та 
відродження сили (Сонця, яке 
називала святом Коляди. Після 
запровадження на Русі христи- 
янської релігії колядки з часом 
трансформувалися в коляди -- 
пісня церковного змісту приуро- 
чені до дня Різдва Христового. 

З метою ознайомлення при- 
сутніх з подіями закладеними 
в основу більшості коляд та ко- 
лядок присутнім було надано 
можливість перенестися до сце- 
нізованого дітками Різдвяного 
Вертепу, що був поставлений за 
сценарієм отця Петра Бабея під 
керівництвом Касі Антошко. Те- 
атралізоване дійство, виконане 
дитячим хором української ка- 
толицької катедри св.Йосафата, 
розпочалося з подорожі Марії та 
Иосифа до міста Назарет. Саме в 
цьому місці в стайнях діва Марія 
породила Сина Господнього - Ic- 
уса Христа. Отримавши від ян- 
голів сповіщення про цю надзви- 
чайну подію пастухи прийшли 
привітати новонародженого спа- 
сителя з початком його нелегкої, 
але відповідальної місії. 

Камерний хор Капеля Kipie із 
солістом Жігван Чо та дириген- 
том д-р Меланією Туржон ви- 
конали такі коляди як «Ангели 
знижайтеся» та «Днесь Христос 
рождається», які є оригінальни- 
ми авторськими колядами. AB- 
тором одної з них є відомий та 
шанований в Україні філософ 
Григорій Сковорода, більшість 
творів якого мали біблійну тема- 
тику. 

Слід пам'ятати, що Різдво це 
свято не лише для дорослих, але 
i для дітей. Маленькі чисті серця 
більш відповідально та серйозно 
ставляться до свята коляди. Це 
було помітно з виступу дитячого 
хору української православної 
катедри св. Івана Хрестителя. 
Вони виконали дуже гарні та 
милозвучні твори «Прилетіли 
ангелята», «Спи, Ісусе, спи» та 
«Щедрий вечір Україно моя». 
Диригент Ірина Криницька до- 
помогла діткам виконати зазна- 
чені колядки на високому рівні 
та передати слухачам частину 
духовного оновлення, яке симво- 
лізує свято Різдва Христового. 

Наступними виступили  во- 
кальний ансамбль «Аколада», 
диригент Галина Лазурко. Вони 
виконали три коляди «Христос 
родився», «Рай розвився» та 
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Різдвяний концерт коляди організований УМТА 


Дитячий хор української православної катедри св. Івана Хрестителя. 


"Коляда-колядка". Ці чудові на- 
родні українські коляди ще раз 
нагадали слухачам про різно- 
манітність української культури 
та традицій, які є відмінними 
в різних куточках України. Не- 
змінною в святкові різдвяні дні є 
традиція збиратися родиною на 
Святий Вечір за сімейним сто- 
лом на якому мають бути при- 
сутніми 12 пісних страв. 

Доповнили концерт  висту- 
пом юних відвідувачів україн- 
ської Рідної Школи при парафії 
св. Юрія Переможця (диригент 
Лілея Волянська під керівни- 
цтвом директора школи Oni 
Миц), заспівавши відомі на 
Україні та поза її межами ко- 
ляди: «Добрий вечір, тобі» та 
«Дзень-дзелень». Слухаючи 30- 
всім молодих виконавців важко 
повірити, що такі прекрасні сло- 
ва могли викликати у когось гнів. 
Однак саме ці емоції переповню- 
вали можновладців Московії. 
Бажаючи припинити існування 
України, як незалежної держави, 
Московська імперія намагалася 
сторіччями побороти українські 
традиції та зламати дух україн- 
ського народу. Існує безліч до- 
кументів як московська поліція 
розганяла колядників з церков та 
вулиць. 

Втім український народ непе- 
реборний і відданий своїм тра- 


Хор Рідної Школи при парафії св. Юрія Переможця 


диціям. Про це ще раз нагадав 
нам Богдан Тарасенко виступив- 
ши з твором «Різдво» за автор- 
ством Володимира Кіся ("Новий 
шлях"). Розповідь була про спо- 
гади українського іммігранта, 
який прибув до Канади у 1929 
році 1 подорожував її провінці- 
ями в пошуках роботи. То були 
важкі часи, коли будь-яка робота, 
що давала можливість заробити 
на шматок хліба сприймалася як 
"манна небесна". Блукаючи у Bi- 
нніпегу якось зимовим вечором в 
пошуках нічного притулку ново- 
прибулий іммігрант вирішив, що 
канадське життя не для нього і 
варто повертатися до України. 
І ось раптом він почув знайомі 
мелодії української коляди. Пі- 
дійшовши ближче до хати з якої 
лунали співи, іммігрант переко- 
нався, що він чує коляди з дале- 
кого дитинства. Господарі хати з 
радістю прийняли гостя, почас- 
тували вечерею та надали нічліг. 
Цей день залишився назавжди в 
спогадах подорожуючого, май- 
бутнього батька В. Кіся, як світ- 
лий спогад в житті. 

Тому варто пам'ятати, що Різд- 
во - це свято родини, на якому 
радіють за тих, хто зміг приєд- 
натися до святкової вечері і тих, 
хто назавжди залишив цей світ. 
Певним чином про це слухачам 
нагадав хор парафії св. Юрія 
Переможця, диригент Ірина Тар- 
навська, виконавши такі коляди: 
«В Вифлиємі у печері», «З ночі 
опівночі», «Нова радість стала». 

Хор Аксіос, диригент Борис 
Деров, нагадав слухачам про те, 
що різдвяні свята то не лише 
свято Коляди. Чудово заспівав- 
ши «Розвеселімося всі разом 
нині», «На Йорданській річці» 
та «Пресвята Марія» вони пере- 
несли присутніх до інших свят 
різдвяного циклу - Водохрещі 
та Щедрівок. Підхопив цю ініці- 
ативу і хор Верховина при Спіл- 
ці української молоді (диригент 
Орест Солтикевич) виконавши 
«Дивная новина» і «Щедрівка». 

Щедрівки - це також один із 
символів різдвяних святкувань, 
які виконувалися під Йордан на 
Щедрий вечір. Відповідно до 
українських традицій, щедрівки, 
як і колядки, величають госпо- 
даря та членів його родини. Хор 
Дніпро разом із солістом Рома- 
ном Микитюком (диригент Іри- 
на Шмігельська) виконали «Світ 
мисленний днесь ся родися», 


«На небі зірка» та «Щедрик». 

За сто років українські традиції 
в Канаді видозмінилися та транс- 
формувалися. Це можна відчути 
слухаючи мелодії колядок, які 
дещо відрізняються від тради- 
ційно українських. Щоправда не- 
змінним залишиться одне - поки 
існує українська громада в Канаді 
будуть продовжувати зберігати- 
ся українські традиції. Тому було 
надзвичайно приємно почути дав- 
ні українські колядки «Причасний 
на Різдво», «Нині, Адаме» та «На 
небі зірка» за виконанням хору 
української католицької катедри 
св. Йосафата, диригент д-р Мела- 
нія Туржон. 

Надалі хор парафії св. Василія 
Великого, диригент Єлисавета 
Андерсон, виконали «Спас наш 
народився», «Вістку голосить» 
та «Пресвята Марія». Ще раз на- 
гадавши про неповторне звучан- 
ня української пісні. Адже укра- 
їнська мова посідає друге місце 
за милозвучністю після італій- 
ської, що пов'язано з високим 
рівнем вокалічності цієї мови. 

Завершили концерт колядок 
український народний хор Вітер, 
диригент Леся Погорецька, коля- 
дами «Рай розвився», «Ой, там 
за горою» та «Ми твого двора не 
минаємо». Після чого всі присут- 
ні виконали спільну коляду "Во 
Вифлеємі" написану о. Остапом 
Нижанківським в другій поло- 
вині 19го сторіччя. Незважаючи 
на поважний вік коляди вона за- 
лишається актуальною i дони- 
ні, особливо, в світлі останніх 
україно-російських подій. 

На останок пані Люба Бойко- 
Белл щиро подякувала всім ви- 
конавцям та слухачам концерту. 
Вона також сердечно подякувала 
Українській Православній Церк- 
ві, Західній Єпархії, за прийнят- 
тя. Отець Семотюк виступив з 
привітальним словом та нагадав, 
що після концерту відвідувачів 
очікує легка перекуска. 

Також варто відзначити, що 
сума | добровільних внесків 
зібрана під час концерту склала 
$3,920 канадських доларів. Ці 
гроші буде спрямовано на про- 

кт “Orphanage Project in Ukraine 
care of Western Eparchy”, метою 
якого є підтримка українських 
сирітських притулків. Оскільки 
дітей-сиріт в Україні налічується 
близько 13,000, то кожен долар 
має вагоме значення. 
ХРИСТОС НАРОДИВСЯ! 
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Vohon reprises Kolektsiya 


(UkrNews)—The Vohon Ukrain- 
ian Dance Ensemble reprised its 
25th Anniversary production of 
Kolektsiya, showcasing a collec- 
tion of Vohon’s many traditional 
regional dances from over the 
years, also features the story of 
Baba Yaga and the collector at Fes- 
tival Place in Sherwood Park, Feb 
8. 

First performed two years ago 
during a tour which opened at Ed- 
monton’s Northern Alberta Jubilee 
Auditorium, February 15, 2013, 
Kolektsiya is a rich representation 
of traditional Ukrainian culture that 
combines elements of folklore and 
fantasy with mystery, love, loss, 
and dance. The story concept and 
choreography was arranged by Tri- 
sh Kushniruk, Garett Nestorowich. 

Abruptly taken from her family 
as a young child, Baba Yaga lives 
in an enchanted forest alongside 
a band of gypsies and her many 
woodland companions and longs 
for nothing more than to hold on 
to the only reminder of her former 
life— a mystical locket that be- 
longed to her mother. The inevit- 
able heartbreak of that fateful day 
she was taken has forever shaped 
her often misunderstood existence. 
And for that reason, Baba Yaga 
ensures that misfortune shall fall 
upon anyone who crosses her. 

But Vasyl, the collector, travel- 
ling through the forest finds this 
locket and brings it to his one and 
only love, Olenka. In doing so he 
crosses paths with Baba Yaga with 


tragic consequences. 

It is an exquisite production in- 
corporating folklore and traditional 
Ukrainian themes in a kaleidoscope 
of dance. 

As noted by Ukrainian News re- 
viewer Cheryl Balay in the Febru- 
ary 28 — March 13, 2013 issue of 
Ukrainian News: “The story was 
clear, with flawless scene changes 
and interesting activity on stage 
throughout the number. The use 
of props was superb, from cart 
to Baba Yaga’s house which was 
practically a character in itself. 
There was a great balance between 
ensemble moves and individual 
character idiosyncrasies. From 
stylized woodland creatures to vil- 
lagers to the main protagonists of 
the collector, the maiden and Baba 
Yaga, each performer portrayed 
their roles admirably.” 

The second half consisted of 
eight regional numbers, choreo- 
graphed by Kushniruk and Nes- 
torowich, as well as Co-Founder 
Ken Kachmar, Debbie Kachmar- 
Potter, Bohdan Tkachyshyn and 
the Artistic Committee. 

Among them were Hutzul Cir- 
cles, Polissianka, Bukovynian Div- 
chatka, Transcarpathian Rhythms, 
Bukovynian Melkodies and a ro- 
mantic Dawn of Love. 

The performances were marked 
with dextrous moves and exquisite 
costumes. 

The closing number was a viv- 
acious rendition of Vohon’s signa- 
ture Hopak. 


PHOTOS — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Clockwise from Top Left: Baba Yaga with the Gypsies; Mavky (wood 
nymphs) from Kolektsiya; Closing Hopak; Hutzul Circle 
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in Minsk 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—Three presidents and a chancellor pulled an all-nighter in 
Minsk. 

And after marathon talks they produced a cease-fire agreement that — 
if implemented — might stop the fighting between government forces 
and pro-Russian separatists in Ukraine’s Donbas region. 

But even if it does that, the agreement does little to address the real 
issue at the heart of the conflict between Kyiv and Moscow: Ukraine’s 
future political direction. 

In fact, the agreement fudges that in a way political commentator Leo- 
nid Bershidsky described in Bloombeg as “a time bomb...that Russia 
could detonate at any moment.” 

For the Kremlin, the conflict in the Donbas was never really about 
the Donbas. It was about exerting pressure on Ukraine’s leaders to aban- 
don their aspirations about integrating with the West. And the agreement 
reached in the Belarusian capital will allow them to continue — and pos- 
sibly even increase — that pressure. 

But first the good news. 

The clearest part of the agreement, by far, involves the actual cease- 
fire, which is slated to come into force on February 15. 

By the second day after the cease-fire, both sides are required to pull 
back heavy weapons from the front line to create a 50-kilometer-wide de- 
militarized zone that will be monitored by the OSCE. Long-range rocket 
launchers must be pulled back farther, creating a security zone of 70 to 
140 kilometers. 

The wider buffer zone is a clear improvement over the cease-fire agree- 
ment reached in Minsk in September, which established just a 30-kilom- 
eter demilitarized area. 

The wider zone will be easier for the OSCE to monitor and it will 
put major population centers like rebel-held Donetsk and government- 
controlled Kramatorsk beyond the range of heavy weapons. 

But even here, there are sticking points. Chief among these is the ultim- 
ate status of Debaltseve, a government-held town and strategic railway 
depot that is currently surrounded by separatist forces. After much hag- 
gling, the sides could not come to an agreement on Debaltseve, and its 
status was not mentioned in the final agreement. 

“Putin’s plan to invade first & negotiate later paid off. Haggled over 
Debaltseve, not Crimea. Aggression rewarded again, encourages more,” 
Russian opposition figure Garry Kasparov tweeted. 

Ok, now for the bad news. The rest of the agreement is fraught with 
peril and pitfalls. 

Most importantly, it requires the Ukrainian authorities to grant the 5ер- 
aratist-held regions special status, including the right to form their own 
police forces and a say in appointing prosecutors and judges. Moreover, 
Kyiv would be barred from stripping officials in the rebel regions of their 
powers. 

Moreover, Ukraine would be required to complete constitutional re- 
form and a decentralization of power that recognizes the “special status” 
of the separatist regions by the end of this year. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has indicated that he views this as 
Ukzaine agreeing to what it calls “federalization” — one of the Kremlin’s 
key goals. 

Russia is hoping that devolving power to Ukraine’s regions would al- 
low its proxies in the east to wield a veto over any attempt to bring the 
country closer to NATO or the European Union. 

In remarks after the talks, Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko tried 
to put a brave face on this, insisting that he “did not accept any proposals 
of federalization or alike — there will be neither federations nor auton- 
omies.” 

Poroshenko added that "а special status” would be worked out for the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions “in the framework of constitutional chan- 
ges on decentralization which will be applied for the whole of Ukraine.” 

And a key Ukrainian demand, control of its porous border with Russia 
in the rebel-held areas, will not come into force until the constitutional 
reform and decentralization plan becomes law. 

And then there is all the ambiguity and language that is open to inter- 
pretation. 

What, for example, 15 an “international armed unit’? 

The agreement says they must be withdrawn from Ukrainian territory 
along with “military equipment and mercenary forces.” 

To the Ukrainian side, this clearly means the thousands of Russian 
troops and weapons they say are present in Donbas. But Moscow insists 
— in the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary — that it has no 
forces or weapons in Ukraine.So what’s to withdraw? 

And what, exactly, is meant by the terms “hostage” and “detainee”? 
According to the text, “all hostages and detainees are to be released in 
prisoner exchanges based on the “all for all’ principle.” 

Does that include Nadia Savchenko, the Ukrainian military pilot cur- 
rently in the ninth week of a hunger strike in a Russian prison? Зау- 
chenko, who disappeared in eastern Ukraine in June and emerged under 
arrest in Russia in July, said she was abducted by separatists and spirited 
across the border. 

Poroshenko has explicitly said Savchenko’s release is part of the agree- 
ment. Moscow, which claims Savchenko was involved in the deaths of 
two Russian journalists and was arrested illegally crossing the Russian 
border, has been silent. 

The agreement reached Feb. 12 in Minsk might stop the fighting in 
Donbas. But it does little to resolve the battle for Ukraine. 
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А flawed deal |The long view with Russia 


By Anne Applebaum, 
Washington Post, February 8, 2015 

In an ordinary year, not all that much happens at the 
annual Munich security conference. NATO defense 
ministers murmur earnest platitudes. Experts furrow 
their brows. But this is not an ordinary year. 

This year, the normally staid audience laughed out 
loud at the Russian foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov, 
who seemed, at one point, to question the legality of 
German unification. Some of the room also applauded 
loudly when Angela Merkel, the German chancellor 
—just back from an apparently fruitless peace mission 
to Moscow — restated her view that “there is no 
military solution” to the conflict in Ukraine. But when 
Malcolm Rifkind, the former British foreign secretary, 
asked her how she would stop Russia without military 
force, another part of the audience applauded. Even 
watching online, the conundrum in the room was 
clear: Everyone agrees that the Russians were lying, 
and no one believes Russian promises of a cease-fire. 
But nobody agrees on what to do about it. 

Clearly, the real debate about Ukraine and 
Russia has yet to begin, by which I don’t just mean 
the “should we arm Ukraine?” debate. This is an 
appealing discussion, not least because it appears to 
pit the United States (Mars) against Europe (Venus). 
But fundamentally, it’s a red herring. The armaments 
debate is an argument about short-term tactics, not 
long-term strategy — and it ignores the real nature of 
the Russian game. 

Before last year, eastern Ukraine had no history of 
ethnic conflict. Well-armed “separatists” emerged on 
the scene only when Russian President Vladimir Putin 
ordered them there. The “civil war” that ensued is an 
artificial conflict, run by Russian security and enhanced 
by a sophisticated pan-European disinformation 
campaign. It will last as long as the Russians want it 
to last. Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges, commander of the U.S. 
Аптпу in Europe, has told the Wall Street Journal that the 
Russians have deployed their most modern air defense 
and electronic warfare systems, weapons “way above 
and beyond” anything a rebel army could deploy. 

The point of the war is not to achieve a victory. 


The point is to prevent the emergence of anything | 


resembling a prosperous, European Ukraine, because 
such a state would pose an ideological threat to 
Putinism. Following this logic, even a German- 
brokered cease-fire will not bring “peace,” but rather 
a so-called “frozen conflict,” following an old KGB 
design: Transnistria in Moldova, South Ossetia in 
Georgia, now Novorossiya in Ukraine. Once it is up 
and running, Russia can set up a new secret police 


service in Novorossiya, create new bases for the 
Russian army, perhaps train terrorist squads there. 
Mysterious bombs have already exploded in Kyiv and 
Kharkiv. In December, six bombs went off in Odesa 
alone. 

This can all happen very quickly, within days or 
weeks, which is why the argument about “arming 
Ukraine” is almost beside the point. Yes, over time, 
the Ukrainian army could be reinforced: That might 
keep the borders of the new Russian puppet state 
from expanding further. But even the United States 
can’t deliver weapons fast enough to push the most 
sophisticated Russian weaponry out of Ukraine 
anytime soon. Short of sending the 82nd Airborne 
division into Donetsk, it’s hard to see how even the 
most high-tech U.S. aid can prevent the establishment 
of Novorossiya, since in practice it already exists. 

What the West needs now is not merely a military 
policy but a comprehensive, long-term strategy 
designed to reinforce Ukrainian statehood and 
integrate Ukraine into Europe over many years. We 
could begin training not only the Ukrainian military 
but also the security services, which were devastated 
by the previous Ukrainian president. We could push 
far more forcefully for economic reform and support 
it with real financial commitments. We could treat 
this as a very long-term project, as Merkel suggested 
on Saturday, build a Berlin Wall around Donetsk in 
the form of a demilitarized zone and treat the rest of 
Ukraine like West Germany. 

We could recognize the real danger Russia poses 
to Europe, not only as a source of violence but also 
as a source of political and economic corruption. We 
could impose much harsher, much deeper sanctions. 
We could cut Russia out of the international payments 
system. We could enforce our own laws and stop 
turning a blind eye to Russian money laundering, 
most of which takes place in European capitals. The 
city of London and the gnomes of Zurich might pay 
a price for the loss of Russian clients. But that price 
will still be far lower than the potential costs of doing 
nothing. 

For what is the alternative? Ukraine collapses, and 
Putin is emboldened, as he was after his 1 invasion of © 
Georgia in 2008. He begins planning the next “frozen 
conflict.” If he does so in a NATO state, perhaps 
Lithuania or Estonia, a much wider and even more 
damaging European conflict would follow. We don’t 
want a new Cold War — but even that would be 
preferable to a new World War. And if we don’t come 
up with a serious strategy to prevent one, that’s what 
we'll get. 


Russia’s ‘hybrid war’ could inspire more 


(RFE/RL)—In a new report, a top defense think 
tank warns that Russia’s destabilizing actions in 
Ukraine, including “sophisticated combinations of 
conventional and unconventional means of warfare,” 
could inspire NATO’s potential state and non-state 
adversaries elsewhere in the world. 

The International Institute for Strategic Studies 
(ISS) issued the warning in its annual Military 
Balance report, which was released on February 11. 

The London-based group says Russia’s application 
of “hybrid warfare” in Ukraine is “essentially an 
effort to wage limited war for limited objectives” 
and includes covert military action and social media 
campaigns. 

The conflict between government forces and pro- 
Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine has killed more 
than 5,350 people since April and sparked the tensest 
standoff between Moscow and the West since the Cold 
War. 

Russia denies it has sent troops or weapons to 
Ukraine despite mounting evidence. 

The report says most armies around the world, 
including within NATO, are ill-prepared for the type 
of “hybrid warfare” employed by Russia in Ukraine. 

It says such methods include “sophisticated 
campaigns that combine low-level conventional and 
special operations; offensive cyber and space actions; 
and psychological operations that use social and 
traditional media to influence popular perception and 
international opinion.” 

These tactics, the document says, represent a 
“srave threat” to NATO’s collective security because 


they operate “in gray areas that exploit seams in the 
alliance.” 

“Western policymakers may anticipate that some 
current or potential state or non-state adversaries 
will also learn from these hybrid-warfare activities, 
potentially including states in East Asia or the Middle 
East,” the document says. 

It adds that campaigns against NATO states could 
begin with “efforts to shape the political, economic 
and social landscape through subversion, espionage 
and propaganda.” 

That could be "ап appeal for the protection of ethnic 
minorities,” similar to concerns expressed by Moscow 
over the Russian-speaking population in eastern 
Ukraine, and “the rapid formation of pressure groups 
that might be locally staffed, but externally directed 
and supported.” 

And the IISS says the effect of such tactics could 
also spread further than Wester states. 

“These lessons might not necessarily be applied in 
conflicts with Western states, it says, but their potential 
to rapidly destabilize could, if applied in other zones 
of political and military competition, mean they have 
global ramifications.” 

In the Middle East, the study says, the “hybrid, 
adaptable nature” of the Islamic State militants proved 
“key” to its advances in Iraq and Syria. 

Describing the group as “part-insurgency, part-light 
infantry and part-terrorist group,” IISS says some 
of its media tactics display “some similarities” with 
those used in Ukraine, including the “employment of 
coercive information operation.” 
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UCC welcomes cabinet changes| Ottawa plans to provide 


Nicholson takes over Foreign Affairs, Kenney moves to defense 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress has welcomed 
the cabinet changes made by Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper follow- 
ing former Foreign Minister John 
Baird’s resignation February 3 

Feb. 9, Harper moved former 
Defense Minister Rob Nichol- 
son into Baird’s Foreign Affairs 
portfolio, while appointing Jason 
Kenney to assumed Nicholson’s 
Defense responsibilities and nam- 
ing Pierre Poilievre, as Minister of 
Employment and Social Develop- 
ment, Kenney’s former post. 

Kenney retains his multicultur- 
alism portfolio while Poilievre re- 
tains his position as Minister for 
Democratic Reform 

“Minister Jason Kenney has been 
a long-time friend and supporter of 
the Ukrainian Canadian commun- 
ity and we are pleased that he will 
also continue to serve as Minister 
of Multiculturalism,’ said UCC 
President Paul Grod in a statement 
issued Feb. 9. 

“As Minister of Defence, Rob 
Nicholson has made a number of 
trips to Ukraine and very recently 
announced that Canada will join 
the US - Ukraine Joint Commission 
on Defence Reform and Bilateral 
Cooperation in order to better co- 
ordinate Canada’s ongoing provi- 
sion of assistance to the Ukraine’s 
Armed Forces. 

“Both Ministers Nicholson and 
Kenney have been staunch sup- 
porters of the people of Ukraine 
on the internationa! stage. We look 
forward to their continued leader- 
ship defending Canadian values 
both at home and abroad. Today, 
Ukraine needs clear and decisive 
action from Canada and our allies 
to defend against Russian terror- 
ist aggression. Providing Ukraine 
with the military equipment needed 
to defend herself is key to estab- 
lishing and maintaining peace in 


Prime Minister Stephen Harper and David Johnston, Governor General 
of Canada, look on as Rob Nicholson is sworn in as Minister of Foreign 
Affairs at a ceremony at Rideau Hall. (PMO photo by Jason Ransom) 


Prime Minister Stephen Harper shakes hands with Jason Kenney 
upon his swearing in as Minister of National Defence and Minister for 
Multiculturalism at a ceremony at Rideau Hall. (PMO photo by Jason 


Ransom) 


Ukraine and throughout the region. 

“We are grateful to the Prime 
Minister for his leadership in 
standing up for Ukraine and look 
forward to continued productive 
and cooperative relationships with 


Ministers Nicholson and Ken- 
ney as we continue to build inter- 
national resolve to opposing Rus- 
sia’s illegal annexation of Crimea 
and stopping the terrorist-led war 
in Eastern Ukraine,” said Grod. 


Edmonton rallies for Savchenko 


Cont. from P. 1 

ing lasts forever! Putin will not 
torture everybody forever, his time 
will come and Our Day is com- 
ing, we can see it bright, especially 
when we have such a strong friend 
as Canada. Thank you Canada for 
your support!” she added. 

Olesia Luciw-Andryjowyez, 
President of UCC — APC noted that 
the UCC has called upon the Govern- 
ment of Canada and the international 
community to use their influence to 
ensure the immediate, safe return 
of Savchenko to Ukraine, as well as 
other citizens of Ukraine being held 
illegally by the Russian Federation. 

“We must continue to push our 
Government to support and fight 
for Nadiya Savchenko’s release 
and her freedom before she meets 
the same fate as others in Russian 
detention centres. 

“Heroyam Slava!!” she added. 

Serhiy Kostyuk, President of 
UCC, Edmonton Branch called 
upon members of th community to 
write letters to Savchenko in jail. 

“Our spirit will always be with 
Nadiya and always with Ukraine. 
Slava Ukrayini!” he stated. 

The rally ended with the group 
singing the Mad Heads’ hit “Na- 
diya Ye” (Hope Exists). 

During her hearing in Moscow, 
February 10, motions by Sav- 
chenko’s lawyers to replace the 
judge, Artur Karpov, and to have 
their client released on bail until 
the trial were rejected by the court. 


Asked by Karpov about her 
health, Savchenko said, “You’ll wait 
in vain” — a retort by which she 
meant that the Russian authorities 
are hoping for her death but that she 
will not die soon, reported RFE/RL. 

“J will continue the hunger 
strike, which has lasted for more 
than 60 days and will continue it 
until ’m taken back in Ukraine or 
until I die,” she added 

A lawyer for Savchenko, Ilya 
Novikov, asked the court to release 
her, saying he fears for her life if 
she remains in detention. 

“She is in no condition to live 
this way for three more months,” 
Novikov said. 

He said Savchenko had no in- 
tention of ending her hunger strike 
while behind bars, saying she was 
motivated by “the illegal actions of 
the investigators.” 

She says Russia has no right to 
hold or try her. 

Novikoy said Savchenko was 
hooked up to an intravenous drip 
daily, which is keeping her health 
from deteriorating faster. 

“The inside of her elbows are 
swollen from the IV needle,” he said. 

The Ukrainian Embassy in Rus- 
sia has said it would provide Say- 
chenko with accommodation on its 
territory during the investigation 
if she is placed under house ar- 
rest, her Ukrainian lawyer Viktor 
Chevguz said. 

But one of the Russian investiga- 
tors in her case said if Savchenko’s 


restriction was changed, she could 
go into hiding, exert pressure on 
witnesses and victims, or otherwise 
hamper the investigation. 

After her lawyers requested the 
replacement of the judge, Savchenko 
said she supported the motion but 
used an earthy quip to suggest it 
would make little difference whether 
anew judge is assigned to the case. 

Karpov refused to transfer the 
case to another judge. 

Savchenko was transferred to the 
hospital ward at Moscow’s notori- 
ous Matrosskaya Tishina detention 
center on January 29 because of 
what medical personnel described 
as “abrupt weight loss.” 

Fourteen European Union for- 
eign ministers on February 9 
launched a plea for Russia to free 
Savchenko. 

The group gathered for a photo 
on the margins of an EU foreign 
ministers meeting in Brussels, 
holding signs featuring a photo 
of Savchenko, the Ukrainian flag, 
the social media slogan #FreeSay- 
chenko and the message: “We call 
the Russian authorities to free il- 
legally abducted Ukrainian pilot.” 

The initiative, organized by 
Lithuanian Foreign Minister Linas 
Linkevicius, also featured ministers 
from Belgium, Britain, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, 
Ireland, Latvia, Malta, Poland, Ro- 
mania, and Sweden, along with 
France’s ambassador to the Euro- 
pean Union, reported RFE/RL. 


valuable satellite images 
to Ukrainian forces 


(CTV News)—Ottawa plans to help Ukraine’s beleaguered armed 
forces by providing them with high-resolution images from Canada’s 
powerful RADARSAT-2 satellite, CTV News has learned. 

Twice a day, the satellite will cross over Ukraine, providing precise de- 
tails on what is happening on the ground — day or night. That will allow 
the Ukrainians to redeploy their troops and use them more strategically 
against Russian-backed separatists. 

The satellite is “really good at detecting military hardware,” Retired 
Col. Andre Dupuis of Space Strategies Consulting told CTV’s Ottawa 
Bureau Chief Robert Fife. 

The stakes are high because there is no guarantee that the current 
ceasefire between Ukraine and the rebels will hold. If the ceasefire fails, 
the U.S. could move to arm the Ukrainian forces. 

If the U.S. ends up supplying Ukraine with lethal arms, Canada may 
do the same. New Defence Minister Jason Kenney said that Ottawa is in 
“very close contact with our allies to see what the next steps might be.” 


Lavrov met with 
hoots, indignation 


(RFE/RL)—Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov sparked derisive 
laughter and indignation among the audience at a security conference 
in Munich by defending Moscow’s actions in the Ukraine conflict and 
accusing the West of fomenting unrest in the crisis. 

In a testy question-and-answer session following his February 7 speech 
at the conference, Lavroy elicited scattered howls from an audience that 
included Western officials by claiming that Ukraine’s Crimea territory 
willingly joined Russia in line with the United Nations Charter. 

“T guess it’s funny. I also found many things [said here] funny as well, 
but I controlled myself,” Lavrov, who spoke in Russian throughout, said 
in response to the laughter. 

The United States and the European Union (EU) accuse Russia of 
illegally annexing Crimea in March following a self-styled “referendum” 
held on the peninsula after former Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych, 
a Kremlin ally, fled the country amid antigovernment protests. 

Shortly after Russia annexed Crimea in March, the UN General 
Assembly overwhelmingly voted to “affirm its commitment” to Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, calling the vote held in Crimea 
“invalid.” 

Western governments and Kyiv also accuse the Kremlin of backing 
pro-Russian separatists fighting government forces in eastern Ukraine in 
a conflict that has killed more than 5,350 people since April. 

Canada’s delegation to NATO wrote on its Twitter feed that Lavrov’s 
comments were a “sad attempt to dress up Russia’s grab of Crimea with 
UN language.” 
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Документальні фільми 

про АТО можуть стати 
доказами у Гаазі 


(Голос Америки)-- «Брати по зброї» - фільм з такою назвою 
документалісти з команди «Еквітас» привезли для показу в США. У 
понеділок відбулася презентація в Інституті Кеннана, організована 
за підтримки Посольства України в США. 

Фільм «Брати по зброї» ще знімається. Двоє його авторів - Сергій 
Лисенко та Мирослав Гай - саме зараз працюють під Дебальцевим. 
У той же час готові уривки - інтерв'ю з місцевими мешканцями, 
бійцями, волонтерами - документаліст Костянтин Могильник та ди- 
зайнер і перекладач Ярослав Овсієнко привезли до США. 

Їхня мета потрійна: зібрати гроші на завершення фільму. Зібрати 
пожертви для допомоги армії та постраждалим від війни. І голов- 
не - показати мешканцям США, що саме відбувається на східному 
фронті, який дух в українських бійців та якою є реальна ціна війни, 
що прийшла на українську землю. 

«Задача фільму - показати людей, які йдуть в бій та повертаються з 
бою. Спочатку ми ставили собі завдання зробити неїдеологічне кіно. Не- 
забаром стало зрозуміло, що це неможливо. Але нас найбільше цікавить, 
що відбувається з людиною, коли вона з мирного, санаторного, міського 
життя раптом потрапляє на війну. З моїх знайомих, яких я знав особисто, 
загинуло вже четверо. З двома з них я познайомився на війні. Двох знав 
в мирний час. Цю війну треба обов'язково зупинити. Але наша країна 
знаходиться зараз в такому стані, коли потрібний не просто мир, нам 
потрібна перемога. Я в цьому впевнений, тому що мир без перемоги для 
нашої країни буде смертельний. Зараз Україна протистоїть величезній 
імперії, яка знаходиться у фазі свого болючого розпаду. Це як звір, який 
потрапив у пастку і робить досить ірраціональні, жорстокі і безумні кро- 
ки. І тому Україні самій з цим звіром не впоратися», - говорить Костян- 
тин Могильник, автор фільму. 

До того ж, сказав під час свого виступу на події радник-посланник 
та заступник посла США в Україні Ярослав Брисюк, подібні проекти 
матимуть і практичну мету - у Гаазі: 

«Робить ці документальні фільми і записуйте все, що відбувається. Я 
переконаний, що незабаром ці документальні фільми будуть показувати 
не лише в подібних залах. Їх також будуть демонструвати в Гаазі, де 
будуть судити тих, хто спричинив цей конфлікт», - сказав Брисюк. 

На рідкість для Вашингтону, під час розмови майже не лунає 
прізвище російського президента та не обговорюються геополітичні 
розклади. Історія сьогодні робиться не в Москві чи в Вашинттоні — 
переконують автори. 

«Коли розмовляєш з людьми, які знаходяться на передовій, про 
війну, про бій, вони - спокійні. Таке враження, що вони знаходяться 
в центрі торнадо. Але саме там робиться історія. Вона робиться не 
в Вашингтоні, не в Москві, і не в Києві. В цих кабінетах виробля- 
ються геополітичні проекти. Але власне якісь історичні зрушення 
відбуваються саме там, де людина приймає рішення йти в бій чи ні, 
допомагати чи ні», - каже Могильник. 

Одна з глядачів Елена Гах переїхала до США із Москви. Говорить, що 
уривки з фільму справили на неї надзвичайне емоційне враження: 

«Це виявилося набагато емоційніше, ніж я очікувала. Коли про це 
читаєш у Facebook, дивишся Ha YouTube, це не справляє такого вра- 
ження, як коли ти бачиш такі фільми. Може, ці уривки виглядають 
сирим відео, але це навіть добре, тому, що ти бачиш абсолютно живе 
сприйняття людей. 

Це ж такі саме люди Це - ваші сусіди, які переживають весь цей 
жах війни, який ми вже i не пам'ятаємо, або ніколи і не знали. A 
розридалася на епізоді, коли українським бійцям привезли подарун- 
ки від дітей. В них настільки прекрасні обличчя, такі інтелігентні, 
розумні. Вони отримують цих маленьких пташок, чіпляють їх собі 
на одяг... Це робить дуже сильне враження. Я дуже рада, що прийш- 
ла. Я нібито на кістку наростила м'ясо своїх вражень. Але ситуація 
важка. I дискусія показала, що вона легко не буде вирішена. Забагато 
факторів. Те, що страждає мирне населення, - найстрашніше на цій 
війні», - зауважує Елена Гах. 

Майкл Нікс, консультант з енергетики, що мешкає у Вашингтоні, 
каже, що уривки з фільму його думку про події в Україні не змінили: 
«Нас на демократичному Заході дуже турбує те, що відбувається в 
Україні, агресія російського уряду та російської армії. Цей фільм 
закріпив негативне враження, яке я вже мав про російський уряд». 

Колишній радник Владіміра Путіна, а нині - старший співробітник 
Інституту Катона Андрій Ілларіонов вважає, що цей та подібні 
документальні фільми необхідно показувати в Росії: 

«Чого точно катастрофічно не вистачає, так це знань в нинішній, 
сучасній Росії про те, що відбувається в Україні, про уявлен- 
ня українців, їх погляди. У результаті цієї війни були зруйновані 
зв'язки, які існували між нашими народами століттями. Відбулася 
гуманітарна катастрофа колосальних розмірів. Важко собі уявити 
щось аналогічне, що б настільки розділило два великих народи», — 
сказав Ілларіонов. 

«Зараз, мені здається, перед всіма інтелігентними людьми стоїть 
завдання намагатися зберегти те, що ще залишилося від відносин між 
нашими народами, і намагатися знаходити шляхи для їх відновлення. 
Бандити та злочинці підуть рано чи пізно. Бажано через суд. Це ста- 
неться. Але незважаючи на весь цей жах, який вони принесли, ми 
залишимося. Залишаться мільйони, десятки мільйонів людей і важ- 
ливо, щоб ці десятки мільйонів людей, навіть, якщо хтось з них вия- 
вився осліплений пропагандою, щоб вони якомога швидше очистили 
свою свідомість від усієї брехні», - додав Ілларіонов. 

Окрім Інституту Кеннана, презентація уривків фільму «Брати по 
зброї» вже відбулася в Українському кіноклубі в Колумбійському 
Університеті в Нью-Йорку та в українському православному соборі 
Святого Андрія. Також покази заплановані у Філадельфії, Чикаго, 
Сан-Франциско та Сакраменто. 
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Депутатська недоторканність - 
слово за Конституційним судом 


Ірина Стельмах, Радіо Свобода 

Депутати підтримали закон «Про внесення змін 
до Конституції України (щодо недоторканності на- 
родних депутатів України та суддів)» і направили 
його до Конституційного суду. За це у четвер про- 
голосували 365 депутатів. Законопроект був внесе- 
ний до парламенту президентом Петром Порошен- 
ком 16 січня - в річницю ухвалення сумнозвісних 
«диктаторських законів» - як невідкладний. 
Втім, юристи сумніваються, що вдруге документ 
отримає таку ж кількість голосів. 

5 лютого від самого ранку під Верховною Радою 
проходив обіцяний, хоч і малочисельний, мітинг 
членів ВО «Свобода». Мітингарі вимагали скасу- 
вати недоторканність, пояснюючи, що це стовп, 
через падіння якого може завалитися вся система. 

Згідно з пояснювальною запискою, зі статті 80-ї 
Конституції України мають бути виключені ті ча- 
стини, якими передбачено гарантії депутатської 
недоторканності. Разом з тим, залишається части- 
на друга, що каже: «Народні депутати України не 
несуть юридичної відповідальності за результати 
голосування або висловлювання у парламенті та 
його органах, за винятком відповідальності за об- 
разу чи наклеп». 

Спікер Верховної Ради Володимир Гройсман 
зазначив, що законопроект може бути проголосо- 
ваний в цілому Верховною Радою вже у вересні 
після схвалення його Конституційним судом та 
відкриття наступної сесії. Але йому голосно опо- 
нував депутат із «Опозиційного блоку» Вадим 
Рабінович, який назвав ініціативу президента 
«цирком і комедією». 

«Якби ви хотіли зняти недоторканність, то 
зробили би це одразу після обрання. А зараз 
вже друга сесія. Кажіть правду, що до 2016 року 
недоторканність не знімемо. Я за те, щоб зня- 
ти недоторканність з депутатів і президента. Я 
знімаю з себе депутатську недоторканність. Але 
давайте займатися людьми, тому що ви не дожи- 


вете до 2016 року, люди вас кинуть», - емоційно 
виступав він. 

Багато депутатів і самі розуміють, що зняття 
недоторканності мало чого варте без реформ, зокре- 
ма правоохоронної та судової. Хоч і голосують «за». 

«Як говорили в одному радянському фільмі: 
сядемо усі. Якщо ми з вами не почнемо творити 
справжні правоохоронні органи і правосуддя. З 
моменту, коли ми знімемо з себе недоторканність, 
ми станемо такими ж безправними перед замов- 
ними слідчими, перед замовними прокурорами і 
суддями, якими є зараз громадяни», - сказав з три- 
буни депутат від «Самопомочі» Єгор Соболєв. 

Окрім | Конституційного | суду, Верховна 
Рада направить законопроект про скасування 
недоторканності народних депутатів і суддів на 
перевірку і до Венеціанської комісії. Втім, це не 
більше, ніж гарний жест, адже її висновок повпли- 
вати на законопроект не зможе, каже голова парла- 
ментського Комітету з питань правової політики 
та правосуддя Руслан Князевич. 

«Ви повинні розуміти, що якщо ми вже на- 
правили законопроект до Конституційного суду, 
то будь-які зміни до нього вносити не можна. 
Навіть якщо у нас буде негативний висновок 
Венеціанської комісії. Це вже не впливає на долю 
цього законопроекту», пояснив Князевич. 

У свою чергу юрист Олександр Ружицький 
сумнівається, що під час повторного голосування 
необхідні 300 голосів знайдуться у парламенті. 

«Цілком імовірно, що Конституційний суд дасть 
позитивний висновок, проте народні депутати не 
домовляться щодо його ухвалення або захочуть 
внести певні правки і приймуть в іншій редакції», 
- припускає він. 

Депутати ж, «годують» українців обіцянками 
зняти чи повністю, чи частково депутатську 
недоторканність, починаючи з кінця 1990-х, 16 
квітня 2000 року це питання навіть виносили на 


референдум. 


Генпрокурор Ярема відзвітував про 
розслідування злочинів «Сім'ї» Януковича 


Яна Полянська, Радіо Свобода 

Генеральний прокурор Віталій Ярема відзвітував 
перед депутатами про результати своєї роботи, 6 
лютого. За його словами, прокуратура робить усе 
можливе, аби покарати злочинців режиму Януко- 
вича, екс-«беркутівців» та «тітушок». На заваді, 
каже Ярема, стає брак доказів для суду та те, що 
злочинці переважно переховуються в Росії. Цим 
поясненням не вірять 142 депутати - саме таку 
кількість підписів за відставку Яреми вже зібрав 
депутат Єгор Соболев. 

Ярема розповів парламентарям, як формувалась 
«Сім'я» Віктора Януковича. На чолі стояв Януко- 
вич, якого Верховна Рада нещодавно позбавила 
звання президента - йому Ярема інкримінує 295- 
ту статтю за створення багаторівневої злочинної 
організації та обіцяє передати справу до суду. 
Хоч Янукович і переховується в Росії, це не має 
стати на заваді правосуддю, обіцяє генпрокурор. 
Президент-утікач Віктор Янукович завдав загалом 
збитків державі на 100 мільярдів гривень, каже 
Ярема. 

«Сьогоднішнє кримінально-процесуальне зако- 
нодавство не дозволяло це зробити. Але прийнято 
закон про заочне провадження і засудження, і ми 
вже розпочали відповідну роботу», - додав він. 

Після Януковича за ступенем впливовості, каже 
Ярема, були представники кримінальних кіл, 
пов'язані з його минулим, члени сформованого 
ним уряду, посадові особи адміністрації президен- 
та, Генпрокуратури та силових відомств. На тре- 
тьому рівні, за словами Яреми, були «керівники 
місцевих органів влади та правоохоронних струк- 
тур». На найнижчому рівні були «виконавці зло- 
чинних намірів: керівники та працівники банків, 
фіктивних підприємств, міліції, СБУ, судів, проку- 
ратури, наймані бойовики». 

Генпрокуратура винних знає - посадити не може, 
каже Віталій Ярема. Справа в тому, пояснює він, 
що одіозні фігури з режиму Януковича вже пере- 
ховуються у Росії. Депутат від «Самопомочі» Єгор 
Соболєв, натомість, поцікавився, що тоді заважає 
арештувати соратників Януковича, які досі впев- 


нено себе почувають у Києві. Мова йде, зокрема, 
про колишнього голову адміністрації президента 
Сергія Льовочкіна, про Сергія Клюєва та Юрія 
Бойка - чинних депутатів Верховної Ради. Ярема 
послався на брак доказів. 

«Як тільки правоохоронні органи нададуть 
прокуратурі матеріали про причетність їх до вчи- 
нення конкретних злочинів, вони будуть негайно 
розслідувані 1 передані до суду», - відповів Ярема. 

Соболєв та ціла низка депутатів не вірять 
у такі пояснення генпрокурора: у Раді на ко- 
ристь відставки Яреми зібрали вже 142 підписи 
із потрібних 150. За словами Соболєва, він не 
розлучається зі списками: бере їх із собою «в 
їдальню, в парламентські комітети». Утім, не 
всіх депутатів вдається переконати у важливості 
відставки Яреми, каже Соболєв. Наприклад, із 
Юлією Тимошенко це питання обговорювали чо- 
тири рази - безрезультатно. 

«Я дуже прошу людей, із якими ми разом були 
на Майдані: скоро буде річниця Майдану, ми не 
маємо права туди вийти зі словами «А нам нема 
чого вам сказати, люди». Жодна людина не сіла, 
жодна людина не заарештована. Жодна людина не 
покарана із тих, хто організовував цей терор», - 
пояснив Соболєв необхідність відставки Яреми. 

Соболєв показав журналістам списки тих, 
хто вже підписав ініціативу. Комбати, що стали 
депутатами цього скликання, за виключенням 
Євгена Дейдея, командира «Київ-Ї» підтримують 
відставку Яреми. 

«Свій підпис поставив Ярош. Він його поставив 
лівою, не пораненою рукою у шпиталі на окремо- 
му листі. Так само з фронту передав свій підпис 
Андрій Білецький», - розповів Соболєв, який пер- 
шим ініціював збір підписів. 

Передав підпис із фронту також депутат та 
командир полку «Азов» Андрій Білецький. Во- 
дночас, повідомив Соболєв, шість депутатів 
відкликали свої підписи. Один із них - депутат 
від «Радикальної партії» Ігор Попов, зробив це 
відкрито, а ще п'ять депутатів-мажоритарників — 
звернувшись до секретаріату Верховної Ради. 
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Lively discussion at the session 


Current events in Ukraine 


featured at U of A 


(CIUS)—On January 27, as part of International 
Week on campus at the University of Alberta, the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) par- 
ticipated in two sessions devoted to the current war 
in Ukraine and the Euromaidan Revolution preced- 
ing it. The first session, on War and Revolution in 
Ukraine, opened with a sketch of the background by 
Dr. Bohdan Harasymiw, acting coordinator of the 
Centre for Political and Regional Studies at CIUS. 

Recounting the course of events from the begin- 
ning of the Euromaidan demonstrations in November 
2013 to the present day, he emphasized the uncon- 
ventional nature of the conflict in eastern Ukraine. 
He reported that, according to the United Nations, 
from mid-May 2014 to 6 January 2015 at least 
4,808 people had been killed, 10,468 wounded, and 
634,000 internally displaced, with a further 594,000 
fleeing to neighbouring countries, mainly Russia. Of 
the 5.2 million inhabitants remaining, 1.4 million 
were desperately in need of humanitarian aid. These 
casualties include 1,250 Ukrainian soldiers but do 
not include 6,242 Russian soldiers killed or missing. 

Obviously, continued Dr. Harasymiw, civilians 
are bearing the brunt of the violence, as is usual in 
today’s wars. Like the others, this war, in his opin- 
ion, will be very difficult to resolve. In the war of 
words accompanying this violent conflict, its polit- 
ical nature is too often overlooked, especially by the 
Ukrainian government. Kyiv must make more of an 
effort, said Dr. Harasymiw, to win over the people of 
the Donbas politically “by making conditions of life 
easier for them, countering the pro-Russian propa- 
ganda, and treating refugees outside the conflict zone 
in a more humane manner.” 

Dr. Harasymiw’s introduction was based on his 
presentation “War in Ukraine: Undeclared, Un- 
acknowledged, and Unabated” in the CIUS seminar 
series on January 20 (See Ukrainian News, January 
29 — February 11, 2015). 

In his presentation, Dr. Oleh Inytzkyj of the De- 
partment of Modern Languages and Cultural Studies 


(MLCS) at the U of A, emphasized the cultural differ- 
ences between Russia and Ukraine and how these be- 
came apparent during the Euromaidan events. He also 


pointed out some of the excesses in which officials of 


the previous Yanukovych government had engaged dur- 
ing the rule of that corrupt regime. The most important 
result of the Euromaidan Revolution, he stressed, was: 
the change in the attitude of Ukrainian society from 
subservience to civic consciousness. 

Drawing on a course about the Euromaidan co- 
taught with Dr. IInytzkyj in the fall of 2014, his col- 
league in MLCS, Dr. Natalia Pylypiuk, focused on 
the ecumenism generated by the Euromaidan Revolu- 
tion. The extraordinary cooperation and collaboration 
among Christian clergy of all denominations, Muslim 
muftis, and Jewish rabbis was truly remarkable, noted 
Dr. Pylypiuk, especially their common efforts in de- 
veloping a theology of courage and overcoming the col- 
onial legacy of submissiveness. She emphasized that by 
working together, the various groups turned an ethnic 
nation into a political one embracing all ethnicities and 
religious backgrounds as proud Ukrainians. 

Atiya Kanji, who took the course on the Euromaidan, 
offered an interesting comparison between the conflict 
in Ukraine and its long-standing Asian counterpart—the 
struggle for Kashmir involving India, Pakistan, and China. 
Despite the seeming hopelessness of both situations, she 
concluded with an optimistic prescription for resolving 
such conflicts, including mutual respect and understand- 
ing. Now pursuing her undergraduate degree in political 
science, as well as studying history, French, German, and 
Russian, Ms. Kanji hopes to study international law. 

The second session featured a showing of the film 
Heaven’s Hundred, produced by the Babylon 13 stu- 
dio. Briefly introduced by Jars Balan, administrative 
coordinator of the Kule Ukrainian-Canadian Studies 
Centre at CIUS, the film was followed by the comments 
of Drs. IInytzkyj and Pylypiuk, as well as historian Dr. 
Heather Coleman, director of the Research Program on 
Religion and Culture at CIUS. A lengthy and lively dis- 
cussion followed with a keenly interested audience. 


Firtash’s bank declared insolvent 


By Ivan Verstyuk, Kyiv Post 

Insolvency is spreading through Ukraine’s bank- 
ing sector. On Feb. 6, the National Bank of Ukraine 
declared Nadra, the nation’s 11th largest bank, insol- 
vent. 

It didn’t pass the stress test and failed to comply 
with legal norms, NBU said in an official statement. 

With the massive deposit outflow and companies’ 
unwillingness to borrow at high rates, banking is not 
easy. The hryvnia lost 23 percent of its value since 
the beginning of the year and fell to 25.2 against the 
U.S. dollar on the interbank market, rendering finan- 
cial planning difficult. The population remains in a 
panicky mood. 

Belonging to multimillionaire Dmytro Firtash, 
Nadra already went through temporary administra- 
tion in 2009-2011 after the global financial crisis. 

As of early 2015, Nadra had a book value of $164 
million, while last year losses stood at $55 million. 
In 2013, it had almost $300,000 of net profit. 

The interest rates on deposit are reaching 24 per- 
cent for hryvnia denominated accounts. 


The NBU reports that 99 percent of Nadra depositors 
will have their money, some $180 million, paid back by 
the state Deposit Guarantee Fund. The insurance covers 
deposits up to Hr 200,000. 

Firtash was promoting the Nadra brand through spon- 
sorship of Dynamo, a football club in Kyiv that cur- 
rently leads the local league, and whose players were 
wearing jerseys with the Nadra logo on it. Therefore, 
the Nadra insolvency also damages Dynamo’s brand. 

In February, Firtash paid as much as $100 million to 
buy out the 30 percent stake in Inter, Ukraine’s major 
television station that he has a majority stake in, from 
Russian state-owned Pervy Kanal. Sergiy Lyovochkin, 
a member of parliament and head of Viktor Yanuko- 
vych-era Presidential Administration, also has a stake 
in a channel that was criticized for broadcasting Rus- 
sian media content. 

By some reason, an oligarch saw buying out the stake 
in a television station at a premium price more import- 
ant than providing liquidity for his major banking asset. 
Inter used to include pieces on Firtash’s charity activity 
in its daily news reports. 


Danylo Husar Struk, John Stashuk, Stephania Bukachevska-Pastushenko, 
апа Manoly Lupul. Courtesy of Natalka Husar. 


New archival fellowship 
announced at CIUS 


(CIUS)—The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) at the 
University of Alberta announces the establishment of a new archival 
fellowship in Ukrainian (including Ukrainian-Canadian) studies. CIUS 
invites applications for one or more archival fellowships in this field. The 
value of one fellowship cannot exceed $24,000. 

The fellowship is open to applications from students, graduate stu- 
dents, or scholars wishing to collect archives or assist existing archival 
institutions to catalogue and microfilm (make digital copies of) their 
Ukrainian archival collections. Archives may include primary source 
materials in art, folklore, ethnography, or primary source samples of lan- 
guage development obtained through linguistic fieldwork. Other propos- 
als related to the organization and description of archival collections will 
be considered. 

“The Ukrainian community in Canada has a history of just under 125 
years; in the United States, just over 130 years,” notes Dr. Bohdan Klid, 
CIUS assistant director, “During this period, many documents and ar- 
chival collections related to community life in Canada and ties of Ukrain- 
іап5 in Canada to their ancestral homeland have accumulated. Some are 
to be found in community-run museums and institutions, as well as in 
universities and government-run archives. By advertising this fellow- 
ship, we hope to receive applications from individuals who would col- 
laborate with such institutions to catalogue, describe, or otherwise work 
with some of these archival collections.” 

The fellowship is made possible through the support of the Stephania 
Bukachevska-Pastushenko Endowment Fund. This endowment was es- 
tablished by Bukachevska-Pastushenko at the Canadian Foundation for 
Ukrainian Studies in Toronto with an initial gift of $100,000. In January 
1987, CFUS transferred the funds to CIUS to be matched two-to-one 
by the Government of Alberta. Income from the fund has supported ar- 
chival research, the cataloguing of existing collections, and publication 
of research aids at CIUS. The publication of many of the institute’s 65 
research reports was funded from its proceeds. 

Bukacheyska-Pastushenko was born in Skala, western Ukraine. After 
completing a teacher education course at the seminary of the Basilian 
Sisters in Stanyslaviv (now Ivano-Frankiysk), she taught in Konin, Po- 
land, and lefi for Germany in 1944. She immigrated to Canada in 1948, 
The donor dedicated the endowment to the memory of her mother, who 
valued learning and encouraged knowledge of one’s cultural heritage. 
It was her intention to help students and scholars study the Ukrainian 
heritage by encouraging the collection and preservation of the archival 
holdings on which scholarly work depends. 

Applicants are required to submit the following to CIUS: (1) a pro- 
posal containing a description of the project; (2) budget; (3) curriculum 
vitae; and (4) two letters of support; if the proposal is, to catalogue or 
make copies of collections from an existing archival institution, one Jet- 
ter must be from a representative of that institution, All documentation 
must be sent by | March to: Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 430 
Pembina Hall, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G 
2HB8; tel: (780) 492-2972; Гах: (780) 492-4967; e-mail: cius@ualberta.ca. 


Pretrial detention of Crimean 
Tatar leader extended 


(RFE/RL’)—A court in Crimea’s capital, Simferopol, has prolonged 
the pretrial detention for a deputy chairman of the Crimean Tatar Mejlis. 

A district court in Simferopol ruled on February 11 that Ahtem Ciygoz 
must stay in pretrial detention until May 19. 

Ciygoz was arrested on January 29 for what investigators said was 
organizing “mass disorder” in the regional capital, Simferopol, last year. 

He was sent to pretrial detention until February 19. 

Another Crimean Tatar activist, Iskender Kantemiroy, was placed in 
two-month preirial detention on February 8 on the same charge. 

Crimean Tatars and other pro-Ukrainian activists clashed with pro- 
Russian activists near the parliament on February 26 last year. 

The next day, armed men in unmarked uniforms seized the parliament 
building. 

Russia annexed Crimea in March after a referendum condemned by 
Kyiv and the West as illegitimate. 

Since then, activists and rights groups say Crimean Tatars have faced 
discrimination, pressure, and abuse for their opposition to the annexation. 

Several have been banned from Crimea and others are missing. 


in the Donetsk region. 


Ukrainian serviceman escort a wounded woman in the eastern Ukrainian city of Artemivsk, 


As Ukraine conflict 
intensifies, so does debate on 
providing lethal military aid 


(RFE/RL)—As the crisis in eastern 
Ukraine shows no sign of deescalating in 
the wake of a cease-fire agreement reached 
in September 2014, pressure is growing for 
Western countries to provide lethal military 
assistance to Ukraine and to ramp up their 
provision of nonlethal aid. 

On February 2, the Atlantic Council, 
together with the Brookings Institution, 
issued a new report urging the United States 
to provide $3 billion in lethal and nonlethal 
military aid to Ukraine. 

But it is a controversial idea that could 
result in a significant intensification of the 
violence in the region and runs the risk of 
a serious direct confrontation with President 
Vladimir Putin’s Russia. 


Why are such proposals gaining traction? 

The Ukrainian government has suffered 
significant military setbacks in recent weeks 
as it has become increasingly clear that the 
cease-fire is not working. NATO estimates 
that Russia-backed separatists have taken 
about 500 square kilometers of territory in 
the past 16 weeks, including the heavily con- 
tested Donetsk airport. 

Separatist leaders on February 2 an- 
nounced plans to recruit 100,000 additional 
fighters for the war against Kyiv. 

Western governments have also accused 
Russia of sending significant quantities of 
heavy weapons to the insurgents, includ- 
ing armored personnel carriers, heavy battle 
tanks, artillery, and heavy rocket launchers. 
NATO experts estimate that about 1,000 
Russian combat troops and advisers are 
operating inside Ukraine, although Kyiv 
argues that number is much higher. 

Moscow maintains it has no forces inside 
Ukraine and is not a party to what it calls 
the “civil war” in that country. Moscow has 
accused Kyiv of seeking to resolve the crisis 
exclusively by military means. 


Who supports giving weapons to Ukraine? 

The Atlantic Council report was authored 
by eight former U.S. officials, including a 
former top NATO military commander, a 
former U.S. ambassador to NATO, two for- 
mer U.S. ambassadors to Ukraine, and a for- 
mer deputy secretary of state. 

These experts join several influential U.S. 
senators, including Arizona Republican John 
McCain and New Jersey Democrat Rob- 
ert Menendez. According to The New York 
Times on February 2, Secretary of State 
John Kerry, Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Mar- 
tin Dempsey, and NATO Commander Philip 
Breedlove all are now open to the possibility 
of such aid to Ukraine. 

Obama’s national security adviser, Susan 


Rice, is also said to be softening her long- 
standing resistance to stepped-up military 
aid to Kyiv. 

In addition, British historian Timothy 
Garton Ash on February 1 urged the West to 
give Ukraine “modern defensive weapons to 
counter Russia’s modern offensive ones.” 

The U.S. Congress has already passed the 
Ukraine Freedom Support Act, which allo- 
cates $350 million for the administration to 
provide military aid to Ukraine. President 
Obama has considerable leeway to decide 
what equipment to provide and when. The 
Atlantic Council proposal urges spending 
about eight times as much. 


What sort of aid is being considered? 

Concerning enhanced nonlethal aid, the 
Atlantic Council report urges the West to 
provide advanced radar systems that can 
help neutralize the separatists’ multiple- 
launch rocket systems. It also calls for re- 
connaissance drones, as well as electronic 
countermeasures to combat drones under 
separatist or Russian control. 

It calls for secure communications equip- 
ment that cannot be intercepted by the Rus- 
sian military, more medical equipment, and 
armored Humvees. 

As for lethal aid, the report calls for light 
anti-armor missiles for countering separa- 
tists’ tanks and armored personnel carriers. 
It urges NATO members that have Soviet- 
style antiaircraft technology to share it with 
Ukraine while U.S. military experts devise a 
way to rapidly modernize Ukraine’s air de- 
fenses. It calls on Washington to urge NATO 
members also to provide lethal military aid. 

It stresses that the West must “steer clear 
of equipment that is of such technological 
sophistication that it would require U.S. or 
NATO personnel to operate or maintain” 
and cautions against “a direct U.S. or NATO 
presence on the ground.” 


What are the possible risks 
of such a policy? 

Many argue that providing more military 
aid to Ukraine would force Moscow to 
counter by increasing its own support for the 
separatists. Such an escalation would cer- 
tainly produce more violence in a war that 
has already seen thousands killed, hundreds 
of thousands displaced, and billions of dol- 
lars’ worth of damage inflicted. 

Some analysts say the West is unlikely to 
ever give Ukraine the level of assistance that 
would be needed to defeat the Russia-backed 
insurgency. 

And stepping up lethal assistance would 
also provide fodder to Russian claims that 
the conflict in Ukraine is really a Western bid 
to contain or weaken Russia. 


pains 
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“I took them in because I knew that’s what needed to be done,” says Alyona Havryushyna, 


shown with Busya. 


Second chance for 
pets abandoned in 
Ukrainian war zones 


By Yulia Ratsybarska and Daisy Sindelar 

(RFE/RL)— Their names give a hint as 
to their wartime origins: Pravosek, a sleek 
2-year-old tabby named after the nationalist 
group Right Sector, and Manyasha, a plucky 
white kitten who shares the nickname of 
Vladimir Lenin’s favorite sister. 

Pravosek and Manyasha were rescued 
from Pisky, the war-torn eastern Ukrainian 
village located next to the now-devastated 
Donetsk airport. They are the first felines to 
join a collective of seven dogs, also rescues, 
now living in the Dnipropetrovsk flat of ac- 
tivist and volunteer Alyona Havryushyna. 

Havryushyna regularly helps deliver food, 
equipment, and other aid to Ukrainian sol- 
diers fighting in the Donbas war zone. But 
after noticing a growing number of hungry 
and frightened pets left behind by owners 
fleeing the fighting, she began carrying out 
animals on her return trips back home. 

“T took them in because I knew that’s what 
needed to be done,” says Havryushyna, pet- 
ting a short-legged dog named Busya. “Ani- 
mals aren’t to blame. We’re the ones who are 
to blame, for both our troubles and theirs. 
Someone has to take responsibility. We need 
to help them. How can it be otherwise?” 

Altogether, Dnipropetrovsk volunteers 
have rescued more than 30 cats, dogs, and 
even a turtle discovered by a Ukrainian sol- 
dier in an abandoned house. So far, they 
have managed to find homes for all of them, 
often depending on their networks of friends 
and family. 

Another volunteer, Olena Tymoshenko, 
recently brought home one of the war zone’s 
more famous abandoned dogs: a Labrador, 
Anhelyna, who had been temporarily adopt- 
ed by soldiers based in Pisky and had earned 
praise for alerting them to incoming artillery 
fire. 

Many of the volunteers have begun send- 
ing photos of their new charges — looking 
healthy and well-fed — to the soldiers who 
helped rescue them. 

Tymoshenko, who travels to the war zone 
together with her husband, says they try to 
bring back animals every time they go in 
with aid for the troops. 

“We put out food and catch whoever 
comes to eat,” she says. 

“Children and animals — they’re the first 
to suffer. They can’t understand why their 
world has suddenly changed, why they’ve 
been left behind,” she adds. “Why these 
people don’t take their pets, I don’t know. 


You take a blanket, a sack of potatoes, a fry- 
ing pan... take your dog! It’s your friend. But 
I try not to blame these people. You never 
know what their circumstances were.” 

As fighting intensifies in the east, thou- 
sands of families have fled their homes, 
often under heavy shelling. But even some 
families who remember to bring along their 
pets later abandon them under the strain of 
finding a new place to live and a way to sur- 
vive. 

Natalia Mykhaylova, a volunteer with Fi- 
delity, a local animal-support organization, 
says she’s currently fostering a dog who was 
given up by his family even after activists of 
fered to help by giving him shelter until they 
found a place to live. 

“He’s big and very handsome,” says 
Mykhaylova. “We’ve fed him and put some 
meat on his bones. His owners brought him 
here and then gave him up, saying they didn’t 
have any way to take care of him. Of course, 
he was terribly thin and frightened. Now he’s 
very handsome, just a great-looking dog.” 

Thousands of abandoned animals remain 
in the war zone, left to fend for themselves 
against the winter weather and armed com- 
bat. Back in Dnipropetrovsk, however, Pra- 
vosek and Manyasha — in a decidedly cat- 
like fashion — seem to be taking their luck 
for granted. 

“They were scared and starving when they 
first got here. They ate constantly and never 
seemed to get full,” Havryushyna says. “But 
now they’ve gotten used to their new situa- 
tion and they behave just like ordinary pets. 
They’re even picky about their food.” 
Written by Daisy Sindelar in Prague based 
on reporting by Yulia Ratsybarska in Dni- 
propetrovsk 


Pravosek the cat was rescued from war-torn 
Pisky. 
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Shokin seeks arrest of coalition 
enemies in the judiciary 


By Maxim Tucker, 
Kyiv Post+, February 12, 2015 

Just two days into the job, 
Ukraine’s new Prosecutor General, 
Viktor Shokin, is asking parliament 
to strip three of Kyiv’s judges of 
their immunity from prosecution 50 
that he can arrest them. The judges, 
Oksana Tzarevich, Viktor Kytsyuk 
and Sehiy Vovk, are all members 
of the infamous Pechersk district 
court in central Kyiv. 

The Pechersk court has seen 
some of Ukraine’s most contro- 
versial court rulings handed down, 
including the release of former 
Berkut commander Dmytro Sadoy- 
nyk on bail after he was accused 
of ordering lethal attacks on Euro- 
maidan demonstrators in February 
2014. 

Sadovnyk disappeared soon 
afterwards and has since been 
placed on Ukraine’s wanted list. 

But critics suspect long-time 
lawman Shokin, who first became 
a deputy prosecutor in 2002, is 
actually repaying some of the 318 
votes in the Verkhovhna Rada that 
approved his appointment as Pros- 
ecutor General. 

The three judges targeted by 
Shokin all stand accused of рге- 
siding over cases described by the 
European Union as politically-mo- 
tivated trials. Those trials targeted 
former President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych’s opponents, such as Yulia 
Tymoshenko and Yuriy Lutsenko, 


General Viktor 


Prosecutor 
Shokin 


New 


many of whom now form the rul- 
ing coalition, 

“This move has little to do with re- 
specting the rule of law,” said Ark- 
adiy Buschenko, Executive Direc- 
tor at Ukrainian Helsinki Human 
Rights Union. “I suspect the new 
prosecutor is just trying to fulfil the 
requests or demands of the ruling 
parties.” 

Judge Vovk was on the panel for 
the first trial of former Minister of 
Internal Affairs Lutsenko, which 
led to ex-Minister being sentenced 
to four years in prison and serving 
more than two. 

In 2013 Judges Tsarevich and 
Kitsyuk led the court investigation 
which implicated already impris- 
oned former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko in the 1996 murder of 
businessman and parliamentarian 
Yevhen Shcherban, formally noti- 
fying her that she was a suspect. 


The case eventually collapsed for 
lack of evidence. 

Shokin’s appeal to parliament 
accuses the judges of advancing 
an “an unlawful ruling of serious 
consequences committed for mer- 
cenary motives or other personal 
interests,” under Article 375 of 
Ukraine’s criminal code. 

He has also requested that 
Ukraine’s High Commission for 
the Qualification of Judges dis- 
miss the trio, informing them that a 
criminal investigation is underway 
in the Kyiv prosecutor’s office. But 
Buschenko sees this not as an at- 
tempt to enforce justice, but to con- 
solidate control over the remaining 
рго-УапиКоуусі judges. 

“I see no difference between 
this government and the last,” 
Buschenko told the Kyiv Post. 
“The real intention is to have a ju- 
diciary controlled by the executive 
and by the parliament.” 

After Prosecutor General Vitaliy 
Yarema’s dismissal earlier this 
week, many were surprised by the 
appointment of Shokin, an old- 
school operator who lacks both the 
motivation and dynamism to shake 
up Ukraine’s most rotten and cor- 
rupted law-enforcement agency. 

“Shokin has been a deputy of 
Yarema for a long time and also 
shares the responsibility for a lack 
of results, like Yarema,” said Oleh 
Lyashko, leader of the populist 
Radical Party. 


SBU says it catches ‘traitor’ planning 
terrorist attack against Parliament 


By Oksana Grytsenko, 
Kyiv Post+ 

The Security Service of Ukraine 
on Feb. 4 arrested a suspected trai- 
tor working in the military’s Gen- 
eral Staff. The suspect is believed 
to have been plotting an armed at- 
tack on Parliament to disrupt the 
lawmakers’ session on Feb. 5, SBU 
chief Valentyn Nalyvaichenko re- 
ported. 

The suspect was identified as 
Mykhailo Chornobay, a lieutenant 
colonel of the Ukrainian army, who 
headed a department in General 
Staff. A suspected accomplice was 
arrested at the same time. 

Chornobay cooperated with an 
agent of the self-proclaimed Don- 
etsk People’s Republic and re- 
ceived orders from Russian secret 
services, Nalyvaichenko said. 

Chornobay could not be reached 
for comment. 

At about 3 p.m. on Feb. 4, 
SBU officers captured a cache of 
weapons near Kyiv. The seized ma- 
terial included 10 grenade launch- 
ers, guns of various caliber, am- 
munition and explosives to be used 


against Parliament. Lawmakers 
on Feb. 5 may vote to recognize 
Russian-backed separatist groups 
as terrorist organizations. 

“This cargo was stopped, the arms 
were taken away, all the accomplices 
of these traitors were detained,” 
Nalyvaichenko said. Police are also 
looking for other suspects. 

He said the suspects were also 
behind a protest organized near the 
Presidential Administration on Feb. 
3, allegedly by fighters of volunteer 
battalions in opposition to President 
Petro Poroshenko. Numerous Rus- 
sian media and also Vesti Ukrainian 
newspaper, known for its pro-Rus- 
sian stance, reported that fighters of 
Aidar and Kyiv Rus volunteer bat- 
talions tried to storm the Presidential 
Administration. But this was false, 
Nalyvaichenko said. 

Nalyvaichenko said that Chorno- 
bay and his accomplices got people 
to participate in the protests who 
had never served in Ukraine’s mil- 
itary or in volunteer battalions. 

According to the SBU, Chorno- 
bay worked as an instructor in one 
of the volunteer battalions, where 


he spread false information about 
the poor state of the Ukrainian 
army with the aim to stir discon- 
tent with the ranks. He also shared 
secret information about the loca- 
tion of the Ukrainian military with 
suspected accomplices, who shared 
it with Kalmius, a Kremlin-backed 
battalion operating in Donetsk Ob- 
last. 

The security service officers ar- 
rested the two men as they were 
meeting to exchange secret infor- 
mation, the SBU said. 

Nalyvaichenko also reported 
that Ukrainian counter-intelligence 
service killed 11 Kremlin-backed 
fighters responsible for massive 
shelling of Mariupol city on Jan. 
24, when 30 civilians were killed 
and about 100 wounded. He said 
the operation happened in the vil- 
lage of Bezimenne of Donetsk Ob- 
last, territory controlled by separa- 
tists. 

“The Russian officer terrorist, 
who directed the Russian artillery, 
and all of his 10 accomplices have 
been eliminated,” Nalyvaichenko 
said. 


Rada deputies get back to brawling 


(RFE/RL)—A fight between two 
members of the Ukrainian parlia- 
ment led to a disruption of a par- 
liamentary session and calls for an 
ethics code for lawmakers. 

Yehor Sobolyev of the Samopo- 
mich (Self-Assistance) political 
alliance got in a scuffle on Febru- 
ary 12 with Vadym Ivchenko of the 
Batkivshchyna (Fatherland) party 
after disagreeing over a bill on land 


ownership. 

Security personnel were forced 
to stop the fight, which bloodied 
Ivchenko’s nose and Sobolyev’s 
lip. 

Speaker Volodymyr Hroysman 
declared a 15-minute break in the 
parliament session as the scuffle 
erupted. 

Hroysman said later as the parlia- 
mentary session resumed its work 


that the two lawmakers would be 
punished for their behavior by be- 
ing barred from taking part in the 
parliament’s next five sessions. 

Hroysman also recommended 
adopting a code of ethics for law- 
makers that they would have to 
sign and adhere to. 

Ukrainian lawmakers have 
brawled several times in recent 
years. 


Young people discuss politics and war at the frequent rallies on Куїуб | 
Independence Square. 


War stirs Ukraine’s 


youth to action 


By Brad Bird, Kyiv Post 

While voting statistics show declining political engagement among 
youth in North America and parts of Europe, the same cannot be said of 
Ukraine, where youth involvement at rallies alone is impressive. Russia’s 
war against Ukraine is clearly driving the interest in politics and the na- 
tion’s future. 

A rich blend of teens and 20-somethings assembled with a core group 
of 40- to 75-year-olds on Maidan or Independence Square in downtown 
Kyiv on Jan. 31, as speaker after speaker criticized the government’s 
handling of the war in the Donbas or exhorted citizens to put their ра- - 
triotism into action by saving energy and supporting their soldiers with 
donations of food, clothes and money. 

And this happens almost every weekend. 

“We are standing on the very place it all began,” an opposition speaker 
declares, alluding to the revolution last winter that saw the departure of 
former president Viktor Yanukovych, accused of corruption and close 
ties to Russia. “Take off your hats and give a minute’s silence for the 
fallen,” and everyone does, including 15-year old Igor Dykun and three 
of his peers. \ 

Dykun says he and his friends are involved because the burden of pro- 
tecting the state from Russia’s soldiers and the separatist rebels on the 
eastern border, which lately has exploded into more deadly warfare in 
places like Debaltese, will fall to them in a few short years. As well, he 
says, they soon must grapple with the corruption and enormous debt that 
also threatens the welfare of Ukrainians. 

“Tt’s our country, it’s our life, it’s our soldiers, it’s our brothers,” he 
says. “We are children but we can also do something — we can write 
letters to the soldiers, save energy, wear Ukrainian flags and symbols,” 
Dykun says, as his friends nod in agreement. “I think in Ukraine there are 
a lot of teenagers like us who really interested in politics.” 

Nearby, 21-year-old Helena Vigowskaja, dressed like Bugs Bunny to 
lure people into paying her for a picture, listens carefully to what the 
speakers — opposition members, civil society activists, soldiers from the 
east — Say. 

“Every Sunday they talk about the things they want,” she says. “More 
changes. Our Ukrainian money is down, down, down. The cost of prod- 
ucts is up, up, up, and people don’t like this. If we want to integrate with 
Europe we must have higher wages. It’s bad. People here have a very | 
hard life. And this is only one of a number of problems.” 

Other young people have starker links to the war. Eighteen-year-old 
Andrey Kalinchenko’s father is fighting there and he himself is а “volun- 
teer,” meaning a civilian who devotes many hours to helping accumulate, 
package and convey food and other materials to the men and women at 
the front, since the government is unable to supply them sufficiently. 

His father, he says, was fighting in Debaltseve but now is in hospital. 

In recent weeks dozens of soldiers have been injured ог killed in intensi-_- 
fied fighting which has seen the rebels take additional turf in the oblast of 
Donetsk. 

Katya Konta, 30, married and the mother of a little boy, says that be- 
fore the war “we weren’t interested” in politics “but today we have war, 

50 we must.” She is also a volunteer who has traveled east more than 10 
times. 

“Tomorrow we have the funeral of a very, very close friend,” she says, - 
pausing and tearing up. “Yvan was 37. He was killed in Luhansk on 29 
of January. A sniper (got him). He was a very good friend, a good man. 
He had two sons, a wife, and he was very popular in our town, Fastov. 
Everything І can, I do.” 

Brad Bird is a Canadian journalist making his second trip to Ukraine to. 
cover Russias war against the nation. 
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By Jenn Sharp, 
The Star Phoenix February 4, 2015 

The stage is set, the lights are 
dimmed. The audience eagerly 
waits for the orchestra to strike the 
first note. The music flies into a 
rousing, rhythmic number that has 
the crowd tapping its feet. 

Then the dancers emerge. Wearing 
bright costumes, they twirl around 
the stage, their feet all but a blur. 
Their energy is contagious and the 
crowd gladly claps in unison. 

Saskatoon’s popular Pavlychenko 
Folklorique Ensemble (PFE) breaks 
into a routine that epitomizes 
Ukrainian dance: Low to the ground, 
legs kick out while their arms are 
folded at chest level. The athleti- 
cism is remarkable. Dancers jump 
through the air; some do backflips. 
A star emerges from the talented 
cast. His movements are so precise, 
his jumps so effortless he makes the 
dance look easy and graceful. 


Julian Makowsky breathes 
dance. In fact, it’s rare to see him 
standing still; he always seems to 
move to his own beat. 

He grew up in a traditional 
Ukrainian home. His dad, a priest 
at the Holy Trinity Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church, was transferred 
for work several times before the 
family settled in Saskatoon. 

Makowsky, 26, and his sisters, 
Oksana, 29, and Tatiana, 23, took 
Ukrainian immersion throughout 
school. The siblings all sang with 
Lastikwa, a Ukrainian Orthodox 
choir in Saskatoon. Dancing was 
part of life. Everyone was enrolled 
in lessons by age four. 

“T love to dance. It’s always been 
a passion,” says Makowsky. 

Makowsky says he learned a lot 
of tricks from his older sister. Nights 
were spent in the living room, with 
the furniture pushed aside, working 
on steps and routines, Oksana was 
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A flash of colour 


Julian Makowsky’s seemingly effortless moves make him a Ukrainian dance phenomenon 
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“always a big supporter,” pushing 
Makowsky for more. 

When you’re Ukrainian, dancing 
and singing are part of the culture. 
Makowsky ponders it for a minute, 
and says that nearly all of his 
friends dance or sing. 

Makowsky began dancing with 
PFE at age 16. Artistic director 
Serhij Koroliuk says Makowsky, 
his lead dancer, has a gift. Some 
have to work very hard to achieve 
the same success, but it comes eas- 
ily for Makowsky. 

“He’s natural. He has good 
physical and musical abilities. He’s 
co-ordinated. He can work hard. 
He doesn’t give up. He has a posi- 
tive stubbornness,” says Koroliuk. 

PFE cast members are committed 
— they practise three times a week 
for up to three hours. The group per- 
forms throughout the year at Vesna, 
Folkfest, recitals and weddings. 
They also host the PFE Showcase, 
a dance competition for groups in 
Western Canada, every April. 

“There were times when I would 
put homework on hold to go to 
dance. My parents were totally for 
it — they understood it. And some- 
times it was a nice study break,” 
says Makowsky. 

Makowsky was going to retire 
in 2013 after PFE performed in 
Ukzaine. It was a lifetime goal to 
dance there and he thought it would 
be the perfect ending to a success- 
ful career. 

“I was going to end on а high 
note. I always told myself when 
I joined PFE I’m going to dance 
until we dance in Ukraine. I want 
to dance on that home soil where 
the culture comes from. I got to do 
that and I was happy.” 


Shevchenko 
Foundation 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko 
Call for Nominations to Board of Directors 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko (Shevchenko Foundation) announces a call for 
the nomination of individuals to serve as Directors of the Foundation. 


Directors act in a position of trust for the community, are responsible for the effective governance of the 
organization, demonstrate leadership skills, and are committed to the development of the Ukrainian 
community and Ukrainian cultural heritage in Canada. As a volunteer Director, you help shape the 
policies of the Shevchenko Foundation, ensuring that it operates in a legal and ethical manner and 
within required bylaws. 


if you are interested in being considered for appointment to the Board of Directors, please complete the 
Nomination Application (PDF) found on our website www.shevchenkofoundation.com and submit by 

March 2, 2015 to: Nominating Committee Chair, UCFTS, 202 - 952 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB R2W 3P4, 
or email lesia@shevchenkofoundation.ca 


But when the group was in 
Ukraine, Makowsky got the oppor- 
tunity of a lifetime. 

PFE and the Lastikwa choir were 
on a seven-city tour. The last stop 
was in Kyiv, where the Virsky 
Ukrainian National Dance Com- 
pany is based. Virsky’s director, 
Vantuh Valentina Vladimirovna, 
and some of the dancers came to 
PFE’s show. Excited and nervous, 
the PFE cast knew they were be- 
ing watched by some of the finest 
Ukrainian dancers in the world. 

During the first half of the show, 
the Arkan (lasso) dance was рег- 
formed. Makowsky did a split jump 
into a skipping rope circle, then a 
backflip. But disaster struck when 
he tried to jump back out. He came 
down on his ankle, tearing all the 
muscles and hobbling off the stage. 

That “positive stubbornness” 
Koroliuk describes came through. 
A friend bandaged him up and Ma- 
kowsky danced in the second half. 

“I was running off of adrenalin 
that whole show. It was tough. The 
next day my ankle was about three 
times the size. I couldn’t walk for 
four days.” 

It paid off. He impressed Vladi- 
miroyna enough that he sent a scout 
to talk to Makowsky that night. 
They asked him to join Virsky as 
a student, which he laughed off, 
thinking it was a joke. The scout 
told him he had the talent. 

The next day, Vladimirovna out- 
lined the expectations. In the first 
year, you attend school for six days 
a week: eight hours of dancing and 
theory, followed by a dinner break, 
then four hours in the studio prac- 
tising with Virsky and learning the 
choreography. 

Vladimirovna was surprised that 
Makowsky was 25 at the time. 

“He doesn’t take anybody over 
18 when they start. But he knew 
(Koroliuk) and saw my perform- 
ance, and said he would take the 
gamble,” says Makowsky. 

Міадітігоупа wanted Makow- 
sky to come back to Kyiv in two 
weeks to start the September se- 
mester of dance school. Makow- 
sky couldn’t come that soon and 
arranged to start with the group in 
September, 2014. 

Back in Canada, a sense of nor- 
malcy restored, Makowsky started 
working as an apprentice electri- 
cian. The Virsky plan faded. After 
considerable thought, he decided 
against going. A lot of factors 
played into the decision — mainly 
his new nephew Evan. 

“T didn’t want to miss him 
growing up. Family is really 
important to me.” 

Makowsky knew he was пеаг- 
ing the end of a career that had 
been physically demanding (he’s 
been injured more times than he 
can remember) and knew he would 


be competing with younger dan- 
cers for a spot on Virsky’s touring 
group. If he was five years young- 
er, he would have gone. 

"Гуе been dancing for 23 years 
now. I got to do what I wanted — I 
danced on that ground. It was the 
highlight of my Ukrainian dance 
career. 

“Tm not disappointed I didn’t 
do it. It was still a huge honour to 
even be asked. There’s only been 
five Canadians (to join Virsky).” 

Makowsky is happy in Saska- 
toon, where the Ukrainian com- 
munity is strong, as are his ties with 
Koroliuk. 

“He’s a brilliant man. His chor- 
eography is amazing. I honestly 
would put him (as) one of the top 
choreographers in Canada,” says 
Makowsky of the man who has 
trained him for the last decade. 

“Without him ... I wouldn’t be 
where I am in dance. He’s pushed 
me to limits that I didn’t think was 
possible and he still does. I have 
such respect for him.” 

Dancing has given Makowsky 
more than one memorable moment. 

CBC perrsonality Rick Mercer 
spent the day with PFE two years 
ago to film a show about Ukrain- 
ian New Year’s. They taught him 
a dance and Mercer got to perform 
with the group that night at the party. 

“Tt was an awesome day. It was 
so cool to do something like that,” 
says Makowsky 

Makowsky tried out for So You 
Think You Can Dance in 2009. He 
got past the first round and did the 
boot camp before he was sent home. 

After seeing how it worked be- 
hind the scenes, he says he won’t 
try out again. 

“It’s not a dance reality show 
at all. Producers are behind the 
judges with ear pieces telling them 
what to say ... if someone doesn’t 
look good on TV. You’re not being 
judged on your skill.” 

Makowsky started welding in 
high school and continued with the 
trade after graduation, but quit due 
to lung problems. He’s been an ap- 
prentice with Ainsworth for a year 
and loves it. He also moonlights as 
a nightclub bartender on the week- 
ends, a job for which his outgoing 
personality is well-suited. 

“T love the atmosphere. I meet 
a lot of people ... I love the music 
where I work. I have a lot of fun 
there,” he says with a wide grin. 

When the troupe performed a 
Ukrainian Christmas show with the 
Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra, 
the experience was “mind-blow- 
ing,” says Makowsky 

During practices, the SSO was 
trying to knock down their timing 
so it was perfect for the dancers. The 
timing with pre-recorded music is 
always the same, but with the sym- 
phony it was a new dynamic. 

“Tt was an adventure. At the dress 
rehearsal we had it nailed down. 
Then, during the show, I don’t know 
if it was excitement or nerves, it sped 
up again. It was fun in that aspect 
because you never knew what tempo 
you were going to get.” 

For Makowsky, the next adven- 
ture is always right around the cor- 
ner. For now, he’s happy dancing 
with PFE and has no plans to retire. 

Koroliuk is glad he stayed in 
Saskatoon. He speaks with great 
pride about all of his dancers. 

“It’s great to have young people 
who keep dance and culture going. 
Saskatoon has a talent. Let them 
show their talents to the local com- 
munity and around the world.” 


